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* W RIELL R oS Ym M /d: Yuezhi Zhao , “The Rich, theLaid-off, and the Criminal in Tabloid
Tales : Read All About It ! ”, in Perry Link , Richard Madsen Paul Pickowicz (eds.) , Popular China , Lanham,
MD: Rowman Littlefield, 2002, pp. 111-136. J&f S it L /e A SO el B b BT AE ) DTk o

Abstract: This article provides a two—fold analysis of China ‘s tabloidpress of the 1990s as a means of
social communication and a potentialforum for popular expression.First , the article places the tabloidsand
their readership within the structure of Chinese press in particularand Chinese society at large, and takes a
look at the evolution of thepopular press as an index to social stratification in China in the 1990s. Second,
because personalization and characterization are the key expressivefeatures of the tabloids, this article starts
by analysing the portrayalof the rich , the laid-offs , the migrant farmers—turned-workers, andfarmers in the
tabloids and how they make sense of increasing social divisionto readers.The analysis reveals a highly complex
and contradictory universeof themes and ideologies.As the cultural products of a complicated andcontradictory
process of social transformation, they can be instrumentalin safeguarding the dominant social order while at the
same time expressiveof people ’ s genuine desires and needs as well as their lived experiencesin this historical
process.

Keywords: tabloids, discourse analysis, social stratification , ideology
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