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Abstract: Recent years have seen growing interest in the area of genre-based studies. This paper focuses on the study of generic
structure. Beginning with a brief introduction of the notion of genre, the paper proceeds to the research work on generic structure within
the systemic functional framework. The notion of generic structure potential is then applied to the study of a particular genre, i.e. research
paper abstracts. It is suggested that genre-based teaching could be incorporated into the language learning classroom.
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