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This paper is a survey of the development of M.A.K.
Halliday’ s linguistic theory, now known as
Systemic—Functional Linguistics. In 1961 Halliday
published his seminal paper “Categories of the
theory of grammar” , which marked the beginning of
“Scale and Category Linguistics” . In 1966, this
linguistic model was developed into “Systemic
Grammar” , which was then enriched by three
Metafunctions. Although most of the linguists in the
Systemic School work on the descriptive aspect of
the theory, Systemic Grammar is concerned with both
the description and generation of languages; and it
is now widely used to study many languages. The
Hallidayan School now has a very strong team of
committed researchers. With the efforts of Halliday
himself and his colleagues in many countires
Systemic—Functional Grammar has developed into a
powerful theory, well-accepted by the general public
in the linguistic world




