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A retrospective review of the development of applied
linguistics (AL) shows that AL in the coming century
will continue to grow in depth in the following
respects: (1) the multi-factor process of language
learning entails a more systematic approach to its
various components; (2) the multiple bases of AL
keeps it abreast of its relevant disciplines and
updates its theory and practice; (3) the wide scope
of its application leads to a more diversified
approach to languages and language teaching; (4) the
search for its own theoretic model and the rise of
second language acquisition will produce a number of
spin-off effects on language teaching




