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Interpersonal Metafunction Analysis of News 

Abstract
News is one genre commonly appeared in our daily life. It is to inform the reader. It is also supposed to be neutral and objective. 
According to M.A.K. Halliday, language has three basic metafunctions: ideational, interpersonal and textual metafunctions. This paper 
uses the interpersonal metafunction as a tool to have a deep look at a piece of news: MPs say Blair has ‘played a blinder’  taken from The 
Telegraph. From the analysis of the modality and the source of the modality in the news, the paper is to discuss the subjectivity of the 
news. Therefore, from the functional grammar respect, we can have a profound understanding of this genre. 
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