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This paper is an abridged version (in Dutch) of an in-press article by the same author (Kempen,
G. (2008/9). Clausal coordination and coordinate ellipsis in a model of the speaker. To be
published in: Linguistics). The two papers present a psycholinguistically inspired approach to
the syntax of clause-level coordination and coordinate ellipsis. It departs from the assumption
that coordinations are structurally similar to so-called appropriateness repairs N an important
type of self-repairs in spontaneous speech. Coordinate structures and appropriateness repairs
can both be viewed as OupdateO con-structions. Updating is defined as a special sentence
production mode that efficiently revises or augments existing sentential structure in response to
modifications in the speakerOs communicative intention. This perspective is shown to offer an
empirically satisfactory and theoretically parsimonious account of two prominent types of
coordinate ellipsis, in particular Forward Conjunction Reduction (FCR) and Gapping (including
Long-Distance Gapping and Subgapping). They are analyzed as different manifestations of
Oincremental updating® N efficient updating of only part of the existing sentential structure.
Based on empirical data from Dutch and German, novel treatments are proposed for both types
of clausal coordinate ellipsis. Two other forms of coordinate ellipsis N SGF (OSubject Gap in
Finite clauses with fronted verbO), and Backward Conjunction Reduction (BCR; also known as
Right Node Raising or RNR) N are shown to be incompatible with the notion of incremental
updating. Alternative theoretical interpretations of these phenomena are proposed. The four
types of clausal coordinate ellipsis N SGF, Gapping, FCR and BCR N are argued to originate in
four different stages of sentence production: Intending (i.e. preparing the communicative
intention), Conceptualization, Grammatical Encoding, and Phonological Encoding, respectively.
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