
    

 

 

 

Narrow Focus Patterns of Disyllabic Words with Different 
Morphosyntactic Structures in Standard Chinese(ABSTRACT)

Jia Yuan, Xiong Ziyu, Li Aijun

The present study investigates the phonetic realization and phonological patterns 

of focal accents of disyllabic words with different inner morphosyntactic structures in 

standard Chinese. This was done through the study of phonetic realization of disyllabic 

focused words with Modifier-Head, Reduplicated and Prefix-Stem (MH, Rd, and PS 

hereafter, respectively) structures in short declarative sentences of Mandarin. These 

target sentences each consists of seven syllables with three kinds of focused words in 

different positions of the sentences. The sentences involved in the present study were 

applied with only one focus condition: narrow focus, and by one speaker. Results of 

acoustic and frequency analyses show that the distribution of focal accents is 

restricted by the inner morphosyntactic structure of the focused words; therefore, we 

propose the phonological patterns of disyllabic narrow focused constituents through the 

theoretical model of Metrical phonology (Liberman and Prince, 1977[1]), that is, w-s 

relation for MH structure, s-w for Rd structure and w-s for PS structure.
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