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Discourse stress variation: Perspective of meta—discourse theor

y
HE Yuxun, XIAO Jianan

(School of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412008, China)

Abstract: Seen from the perspective of meta—discourse theory, the standards of stress variation and p
ronouns in spontaneous speech are diverse and contradictory. Stress is treated as a meta-discourse mar
ker and its variation is to help regulate the listener’ s attention by labeling the prominence of the
information. The article argues that in spoken discourse, meta—discourse markers can be classified int
o syntactic markers or phonological ones, and stress belongs to phonological meta—-discourse markers.
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