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Information Discussion

Sentence external elements in Catalan
Astruc, Luisa

Abstract: This paper deals with the intonation of sentence external elements in Catalan. Its main purpose is to investigate the claim that
there is a correspondence between prosodic form and grammatical function, so that syntactic independence is paralleled by prosodic
independency. A related goal is to identify the mechanisms for signalling prosodic independency and/or dependency. To that end, a
production experiment was devised eliciting the same sentences in different pitch ranges. The conclusion is that sentence external
elements do not constitute a uniform category, either syntactically or prosodically. Quotation attributions are nearly always deaccented,
appositions and non-restrictive relatives copy the pattern of the main phrase in a lower voice, some parentheticals are produced in a
lower pitch range, while sentence adverbs do not show any tonal subordination at all.

Abstract: Aquest article examina I'entonacié dels constituents externs a I'oracié en catala. L’objectiu principal de I'article és investigar si
existeix una correspondéncia entre forma prosodica i funcié gramatical, tal com s’ha argumentat sovint. Un altre objectiu és identificar
els mecanismes que fa servir el catala per marcar la independéncia i la dependéncia prosodiques. Per tal d’acomplir aquests objectius
es va dur a terme un experiment per a obtenir diverses algades de camp tonal. Es conclou que els constituents externs no formen una
categoria homogeénia, ni sintacticament ni prosodicament, i que presenten una gran varietat de realitzacions prosodiques. Aixi, les
frases tipus ‘va dir' s6n desaccentuades, les aposicions i les frases de relatiu no restrictives copien el patré entonatiu de la frase
principal en una tonalitat més baixa, alguns parentesis fan servir un tonal més reduit i els adverbis del tipus ‘francament’ no mostren
cap tipus de subordinacié tonal.
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