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The Utterance Meaning and Communicative Function of “Silence”
Li Feng—qin
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)
“Silence” is one pervasive communicative phenomenon in all nationalities. Silence which has rich utterance meanings and

powerful communicative functions is related to society culture folk customs psychology language and so on. In linguistics

“silence” is considered as a form of non-verbal communication and researches are done from the perspective of semantics prag—

matics communicative function etc. Communication is a dynamic process 1. e. people will adjust utterance structure accor—

ding to specific communicative situation and purpose. Within this process the utterance meaning of “silence” not only has to be

understood depending on the context but also may be changed with the development of communicative situation and purpose

which will definitely increase the complexity of understanding the utterance meaning of “silence”. This paper aims at discussing
and analyzing the utterance meaning emotive representation and communicative function of “silence” for better understanding

this special communicative form.
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