
    

 

 

 

On the Three-Way Distinction of Lip Rounding in Ningbo 
Chinese(ABSTRACT)

Fang Hu

This paper examines the three-way distinction of lip rounding among the three high 

front vowels in Ningbo Chinese. The articulatory data from 7 speakers show that the 

three high front vowels have similar lingual configurations but differ in lip gesture, 

namely spread for [i], horizontal protrusion for [y], and vertical protrusion for [Y]. 

And the results are supported by the acoustic data from 20 speakers.
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