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A remetgphors departures fran a nom of literalness? According 0 classical rhetoric and most latter theories, including
Gricean pragnatics, they are No, metgphors are wholly nomal, say the critics of classical rhetoric and a variety of modem
<cholars ranging from cognitive scientists © posmodemn critical theorists On the metgophor-assnomal side, there is a broad con-
trast betveen those, like the cognitive linguistsL akoff, Tamy, or Fauconnier, who see metagphor as pervasive in language be-
cause it is contitutive of human thought, and those, like the psycholinguists Glucksberg or Kintsch, or relevance theorists, who
describe metgphor as emerging in the process of verbal communication W hile metaphor cannot be both wholly nomal and a de-
parture from nomal language use, there might be distinct, though related, metgphorical phenamena at the level of thought, on
the one hand, and verbal conmunication, on the other Thispossibility is being explored in thework of Raymond Gibbs, for in-
stance In thispaper, we focuson the relevance-theoretic gpproach o linguistic metgohors

Key words metgphor, Relevance Theory; exaggeration; rhetoric
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Peter: For Billy’ s birthday party, itwould
be nice © have some kind of show.

Mary: Archie isamagician Let sak him

magician : (a)
; (b)
A rchie ,
Billy )
Peter Peter ,
M ary )
, magician
3

| have a tanperature
Peter. Does Gérard like eating?
Mary: He' s French!
, temperature
37°C/
98 6°F,
,Mary Gérard ,
Gérard ,

Holland is flat

The sbnes fom a circle

(On a picnic, pointing © a flattish rock) :
That' s a table!

(Handing someone a tisuue): Here' s a
Kleenex
flat circle
(L aser-
ohn 1999 pragmatic halo) ,
table
Kleenex
?
, tenperature
TEM PERA TURE
( , , )
, TEM -
PERA TURE
TEM PERA TURE ,
Kleenex ,
( .
) .
(

)
, Serber & Wilon (1998,
2005) , Carsbbn (2002) , Wilon & Serber (2002,
2004).
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, tampera- Zizek is another Derrida
ture TEM PERA TURE , TEM - @ For luggage, pink is the nev black (Newv
PERATURE , York Times, September 4, 2005)
flat AAT “ " ,Derrida Derri-
, da a
, black ,
, Carsion (1997) ,
( Kleenex,
) Zizek
Derrida , Zizek
, Derrida
, a
( ). :
: D)
, Derrida black ,
If Holland were flat, water would flow fram Zizek ,
the borders towards the centre
, (DERR DA BLACK) ,
) , , @
@:

M ary to Peter. The up is boiling

Peter ,
? ,
M ary , M ary
boiling )
Peter , M ary
Peter , ;
M ary )
M ary ,Mary
31 - -
( )
( ®)
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() Joan is the kindest peron on earth

(1 Joan is an angel

@ ®

Joan is incredibly kind

(@ Joan is a sint

@ ®

@,

My mind is cloudy.
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() Henry was proud of hismane

: ®:
Rebecca Hom is the Derrida of contanpora-
ry art
Ferran Adria ismore Derrida than D anka
(DERR DA, DERRDA, DERRDA) ,
: (
) Jacques D erri-

da
. @

W.

We' re all human Kleenex © him.
Kleenex,
Kleenex

~

, the kindest person on earth (

@ , angel AN-

Kleenex ,
Kleenex, Kleenex

32

1 Peter M ary
(A rchie is a magician)
Peter )
( 1)
. @
@ Peter: I’ ve had this bad back for a while

now, but nobody has been able o help.
M ary: My chiropractor is a magician You
should go and =e her

1
(a) Mary  Peter :“ Ar
. . Mary
chie magician”.
(b) Mary Peter Mary
(c) Peter (b) — May
Billy Peter
Mary
magician Pe-
(d) ( magician ter Billy
, MAGICIAN2)
Mary
(d) ,
M
(e) Archie Billy d
,  Mary
Mary
(f) Archie (@ , (b)
(MAGICIAN2). (e). Mary
Peter Mal
(g) Archie ( v
(MAGICAN2), Bil-
| , (b)
y Mary
2 Peter M ary My

chiropractor is a magician)

( )
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(a) Mary  Peter
., | May
magician
(b) Mary Peter Mary
(c) Peter
v (b) — May
Mai
Y Peter
chirmpractor
(d) ( Chiroprac-| Peter
tors) Mary
. magician Pe-
(&) magician )
er
, MAGICAN1)
Mary
(d) (e
(f) Mary ) Mary
Mary
Peter
(9 Mary
(MAGICIAN * ) ( Mary
“ " (MAGICAN * ) (a) , (d) (e
magician MAGI- ().
CIN1 Mary
(e) )
Peter M
(h) Mary ( ar;/
(MAGICAN * ),
, (b)
Ma
Peter v
magician @
magician 2"
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, BUTCHER

@ This butcher is a surgeon

@ @
SJRGEON ,
(3JR-
GEON)
BUTCHER and SJRGEON
—BUTCHER ,
SJRGEON R
Q®
@
33
, (
)
, (
).
(
)
, (Sperber & Wil-

on 1995, chgpter 4, section 6; Pilkington 2000)

On a leafless bough
A crow isperched -

The autumn dusk (Joan Gioux, 1974 )

: . @
: 2005
2001

Well, if 9/11 isone bookend of the Bush ad-
ministration, Katrinamay be the other If 9/11 put the
wind at Presdent Bush’ s back, Katrina’ s put the
wind in his face If the Bush-Cheney tean seemed
be the right guys o deal withOsama, they seem exact-
ly thewrong guys o deal with Katrina (Thamas Fried-
man, Nev York Times, Sgptanber 7, 2005)

bookend  wind
(wind)

, (wind)

(explosion)
(hurricane)

@» Waman to uncouth suitor Keep your paws
off mel

your paws pavs
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paw hands
,@®  HAND
paw ,
, paw PAW S )
( EXTRBEM ITY OFA L MB) PAW
, pawv
) , paw )
, ( Gibbs 1994a, Noveck et al
2001) ,
) { / / ,
@® ( )
pawv (PAW) ,
HAND EXTREBM ITY
OFA L MB , ( DavidLewnis 1975) ,
paw ; )
D) . Serber & Wilon (1995: chepter 4,
, sctions6 and 7). , ,
. ( ),
, , Wilon & Serber, 2002, section 7.
PAW HAND
@ paw
HAND (EX- Carsbon, Robyn Enrichment and Loosening Complementary

TREM ITY OF A L MB) ,
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