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The Political Particularity of Western Classical Rhetoric
LIN Zhixiong

(Department of Social Science, JiaYing University, Meizhou 514015, China)

Abstract: Rhetoric is a kind of the ancient knowledge in western history, and most important part of
western cultural tradition. Whenever we talk about western rhetoric, we always like to compare it with
the Chinese rhetoric. In fact, we would bring nothing but mistiness and confusion through any comparis
on unless we apprehend the particularities of western rhetoric. To truly apprehend the western rhetori
¢, we should get hold of the relation between rhetoric and politics, and appreciate the political part
icularity of western rhetoric. In this article, the author sorts out the complex relation of sociopoli
tical condition and the classical rhetoric in western cultural history of ancient Greek and Roman, and
takes the political particularity as the essential of western classical rhetoric

KeyWords: rhetoric; western classical rhetoric; political particularity; the democracy of Athens; the
Roman republican
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