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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to discuss Jeromedd@&iinger’'s short story “Frannyfom an Eriksonian poi
of view. Erik Erikson, still a major figure in thstudy of personality development, pays substantigdortance t
adolescence since it is the main period of idenfiitymation, which some adolescent find difficult ¢m througk
Adolescents that cannot develop fidelity to theicisty end up having either fanaticism or repudratas it has be
illustrated thorough Salinger’s main character$Hranny”. Contrary to the general perception of Salingeias;tFrann
is not an adolescent to look up to when approaehddErikson’s theories on adolescence and ideifditgnation.
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Ozet: Bu makalenin amaci Jerome David Salinger'n “Frdnmgli 6ykisinin Eriksoncu bir bakiagisyla
incelenmesidir. Kimlik gelimi konusunda énemini hala koruyan Erik Eriksegére, pek ¢ok gencin sorunlu bir dor
olarak ygadg ergenlik dénemi, bireyin kimlik galiminin ¢ogunu icerdgi icin 6zel bir 6neme sahiptir. Salinger’
“Franny” dykusindeki ana karakterlerde de gorgld@ibi, bu dondemde topluma gdik gelistiremeyen bireyler y
fanatizme ya da reddeei kaptirirlar kendilerini. Salinger ate@menlerinin genel kanisinin aksine, Eriksam’ergenlik v
kimlik gelistirme kuramlariyla bakilginda, Franny hi¢ de imrenilecek bir gengidiir.

Anahtar Sézcukler: Amerikan Edebiyati, Jerome David Salinger, GenElilkebiyati, Ergenlik, Kimlik Geimi

1. Introduction

One of the leading figures of youth fiction of thneentieth century Western literature is Jerome O
Salinger. The success of his international bestrs&he Catcher in the Rye and his short stori
about the Glass family, which is generally dubbda TGlass Saga, has been mystified with ¢
sensational events surrounding the author. Salingerbeen leading an ascetic life for more the
years both as a public figure and an author. Hs dogaccept interview proposals and he ferocic
fights against people trying to write his biograpfurthermore, those who tried to take his p
secretly or entered his yard were backed-off wittiffle. One of his rare photos was taken b
intruder from the inside of a car while Salingesé&en right in front of the wind shield: his fisige(
in fury evidently to crush the windshield if notetiphotographer, his eyes staring at the intrudd
inevitably the camera with a stern hostility. J&wienke calls him “America’s preeminent author-in-
absentia” i) since he has not published anything new sirigb1There are rumors that he keep
writing in his study but Salinger has literary cango vanish.

Salinger mostly chose to write about adolescentgoang people. His evgrepular adolescent he
of Catcher in the Rye is a boy of sixteen who cannot integrate intortr@nstream adult culture. .
Wenke indicates, five pieces ®ine Stories are about the conflict between the innocent
problematic, world of children and the decademilet world of adulthood”..and three of them &
on “the alienation of a post-adolescent youth ndtated into manhood” (31Franny and Zooey, ¢
novella comprised of two longish stories, is maiabout the youngest member of the Glass fa
The novella is generally discussed as a pieceeofalass Saga and a discourse on Far tesigions
because of the invasive theme of religion it cordgaiHowever, when “Frannythe first story i
Franny and Zooey, is stripped off the mysterious Glass connotatiang discussed in isolation as
individual story, it can be seen that it is perhtpesmost straightforward illustration of identtyisis
most adolescents are prone to suffer from.
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2. Common Representations of Adolescer

Salinger is not alone in the attempt of renderingng people as one can promptly remembe
traditional Bildungsromans of the nineteenth centepresented mainly b§reat Expectations anc
David Copperfield of Charles Dickens. In traditional Bildungsromastsldhood or adolescence
depicted as a problematic period at the end of kvhite protagonist matures and rea
commonsense. Such portrayal of adolescence isimded to traditional Bildungsromans; sou
sciences as well as biology seem to represent smilee as a problematic period. As Chri
Griffin indicates, the first person to discuss @&dcknce seriously is G. Stanley Hall, who domir
the general conception of adolescence up to 1988Es two-volume influential work, focusing «
young people and their relationships with educatfamily, sexuality and employmentprovided
firm biological foundation for the dominant conceytadolescence which is still with us today:
‘storm and stress’ model. Adolescence is seen@dentially distressing time fall young people
owing to the inevitable hormonal upheavals assediatith puberty that are assumed to set the y
people apart from the world of ‘mature’ adulthodd8-19).

Griffin asserts that the mainstream representatioyouth as “youth as troubldias changed mc
into “youth in trouble”over the time since the 1980s. While the new undedsng quits consideril
youth a uniform, homogenous body in race, ethnioggnder, class and ability, it still goes
regarding adolescence a problematic period froniffarent perspective. For example, in 198(
number of discussions took place around the cramaiting young people not because
unemployment, lack of education or poverty but lgeaof the mismatch between biological
social definitions of youth. While biology suggestst one is an adult at the age of, say 1€
society still considers the same person a childbee of his dependence on the family (Griz)
This contradiction, among many other conflicts dbl@scence, creates an identity problem for r
young people.

3. Erikson’s Theory of Personality Development

Though an earlywentieth century figure, Erik Erikson is still apted as one of the lead
scientists to deal with adolescence. His works sshildhood and Society (1950),Identity and the
Life Cycle (1959), Identity: Youth and Crisis (1968) andThe Life Cycle Completed (1982) are
particularly revealing since Erikson does not isolgouth but elaborates on it as a part of life
hence, asa fundamentally significant stage in personalityelepment. Furthermore, being a ma
letters interested in psychology, sociology, psyotadysis and anthropology, he has
interdisciplinary approach to the development aEpaality.

Erikson is generally quoted as a Freudian pgyehologist. It is true that he accepts the bidxsorie:
of Freud on id-ego and super-ego; he also partiatigepts Freud’ five stages of personal
development. However, he added three more stagésetas theory by indicating that persona
development does not end with adulthood but goasgpaio deathbed. In reeatment of the first fiv
stages of Freud as well as his own stages, Eriksimpts a social and cultural approach ¢
development of personality takes place in a saating.

In Identity: Youth and Crisis Erikson starts explaining the personality develephtheory with th
epigenetic principle:
Whenever we try to understand growth, it is weltdmember thepigenetic principle
which is derived from the growth of organiam utero. Somewhat generalized, t
principle states that anything that grows has aiggigplan, and that out of this grot
plan the parts arise, each part having its timgpeftial ascendancy, until all parts r
arisen to form a functioning wholddéntity 92).

The epigenetic principle suggests that “we devedimpugh a predetermined unfolding of o
personalities in eight stages. Our progress thraagih stage is in part determined by our succe
lack of success, in all the previous stag&idree 3). Erikson states that each stage includestail
crisis. This crisis, psychosocial in content, i$ wery different from neurotic conflict of Freudnsk
both are normative. Once these crises are overceuseessfully one by one, the individ
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accumulates his means of leading a healthy life.Bftkson psychological health is more than r
existence or staying away from illnesses: the aute®f successful tackling with crises is \atél
personality... reemerging from each crisis with an increased sehs®er unity, with an increase
good judgment, and an increase in the capacitgdtovell’ according to his own standards and tc
standards of those who are significant to hirdeftity 92). The personality characteristics 1
accumulates in each stage is later called vitales inldentity: Youth and Crisis though today the
are shortly called virtues.

Each stage has an optimal time for the attainménie endorsed virtue which includes findin
balance between a positive and a negative chaistztemo be precise, the virtue of hope of thsi
stage of life is attained when the child finds dabee between trust and mistrust. He must
mostly to trust people but he must also developapacity for mistrust by providing a balal
between the positive and the negative element. r@ibe, he will develop to be a gullible ad
Consequently, the task of crisis resolution, iceuanulation of virtue, is not to eliminate the nixge
element and adopt the positive of the crisis. Quihen he learns who to trust and who not to
child is accompanied with the virtue of hope, whindlps him throughout his survivaln case
where the individual is not able to provide a bagnhe may develop maladaptations
malignancies. A maladaptation, the less harmfulth&f two, involves too much of the posil
characteristics whereas a malignancy is havingrtaoh of the negative. Resorting to the first st
we can state that if the child does not developvineie proper, he might have the maladapt:
tendency of believing everyone and suffer from egnslistortion. In the other case, he might nc
able to trust anyone and develop withdrawal distisiged with depression, paranoia and psyc
(Boeree 4-6).

4. Erikson’s Theories on Adolescence

As the titles of Eriksors books suggest, he attributes a major importan@entity and consequen
to adolescence since identity formation is mostlgnpleted in the adolescence. In Richard Steven’
words “...[tlhe phase which in many respects has perhaps fagsination for Erikson
adolescence. This is the time of physical and satianges where developing a sensedeftity
becomes the focal issue” (49kEgo growth is completed by the end of adolescencthree steyf
according to Erikson: introjection, childhood idéinations and identity formation. In initial stage!
development the infant, through the mechanism wbjection, incorporates the mothgiimage. Th
mother and the baby mutually integrate each othdestity, if we can speak of the infastidentity
in this stage. Once the baby gets older, he gétsdontact with more people, namely, the fai
members including parents, brothers and sistergsand uncles and grandparents and as a
chooses one or more reliable person whom he cantifgldimself with. Introjection should be |
back in order for identification to take place. &ly, the child, who is introduced to a larger sty
and who is no more content with his previous roledeis, should abandon his childh
identifications so as to form his own identitgdntity 158-159).

This new identity is comprised of both social andividual values. For this reason, Erikson contents
The adolescence processis. conclusively complete only when the individuals
subordinated his childhood identifications to a remd of identification, achieved
absorbing sociability and in competitive apprergfdp with and among his age ma
These new identifications are no longer charaadrizy the playfulness of childhc
and the experimental zest of youth: with dire ugyethey force the young individt
choices and decisions which will, with increasimgmediacy, lead to commitme
“for life” ( Identity 155).

In Childhood and Society Erikson further emphasizes the seriousness otrikes in this stage. Tl
adolescens interaction with the society is at a larger seade, which brings about the idea tha
has to integrate in the society by developing amtidy that is approved by the society:
The adolescent mind is essentially a mind nadratorium, a psychosocial sta
between childhood and adulthood, and between thralityolearned by the child, a
the ethics to be developed by the adult. It isd@ological minc— and, indeed, it is tt
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ideological outlook of a society that speaks mésarty to the adolescent who is e
to be affirmed by his peers, and is ready to beficnad by rituals, creeds, a
programs which at the same time define what is, emiicanny, and inimic:
(Childhood 262-263)

The idea of abandonment of previous identificatod formation of new identity are what makes
period problematic: “.in puberty and adolescence all samenesses andhaities relied on earli
are more or less questioned again... The growingdeveloping youths..are primarily concerne
with what they appear to be in the eyes of otherc@mpared with what they feel they are...
(Childhood 261). Consequently, when the previous “samenessesabandoned, it is only natt
that some youths cannot go through this stage ssfidly and confront with roleenfusion. A
Erikson states “...[tlhe danger of this stage is oaefusion” Childhood 262).

In a social setting and communal life, role cordasis almost synonymous with identity confusio
identity, to a certain extent, is in alignment witte society and its expectations from the indiaic
However, identity confusion, in Eriksantheory, is not altogether a detrimental forcés tine of th
elements of the psychosocial crisis and conseqgueatlcertain portion of it is necessary.
adolescent has to find a balance between identityusion and identity so as to reach the virtL
fidelity to society. Fidelity to society, as Boergates, should not be understood as blind obeelie
and total acceptance of social values. It is mike &n acceptance in spite of the imperfection
society has (Boeree 9). It must be added that biesoone should necessarily mean the societ
adolescent belongs to. This society can be as small village, a certain youth culture, a cult
group of young people going to the same schoaot ¢inly unthinkable to expect the adolesce!
accept all the values of the bigger society reprteseby the country, nationality or race giventie
adolescent since identity, as hinted by Eriksowel§ is a consequence of social interaction.

Erikson rightly points out that “...[yJoung peoplerca. be remarkably clannish, and cruel in t
exclusion of all those who are ‘differeniry’ skin color or cultural background, in tastes gifts, ant
often in such petty aspects of dress and gesturaas been temporarily selectedtlas signs of a
in-grouper or out-grouper'Ghildhood 262). Such young people represent a group thahbiabee
able to resolve the conflict between identity addniity confusion; their case actually signa
downturn in their identity formation stages. The#go are “clannish and cruelwhen faced with tr
“different,” as a matter of fact, go back to the previous stageadentity formation. They eith
totally identify with their group norms leaving yelittle space for their individual values or repatd
their membership to the society they live in. listtase the adolescent lives in a society for whg
feels contempt and all his identity is based onitasvidual values. Although Erikson calls the t
case totalisml(fe Cycle 74), | prefer to adopt Boereeterm of fanaticism (9) for the sake of clal
The second case is called repudiatioifie(Cycle 73). Consequently, adolescent who cannot pro\
proper balance between identity confusion and itigergither face the malignancy of repudiatiol
the maladaptive tendency of fanaticism.

5. Salinger’'s Adolescent Characters in Franny

Salinger’s main characters in “Franny” are in tlithfstage of development according to Erikson’
theory, which suggests that they are supposed tm ltee process of identity formation or h
completed it. “Frannyteveals a lot about the extent of the successanfriyr Glass and her boyfrie
Lane Coutell in identity formation. Traditional s as well as most critics of Salinger erronex
tend to see Franny and Lane in a binary oppositibey praise Franny for being sensitive
genuine whereas condemn Lane for being shallonpaody. However, a beholder equipped witr
knowledge of Eriksors theory of identity development easily sees thhanhRy is not a saint to
admired and Lane is not uniquely, if not evil, adious. He can easily interpret that both chars
are confused adolescents who could not successhuthplete their identity formation. Consequel
from an Eriksonian point of view, Lane has the rdajative tendency of fanaticism and Franr
suffering from repudiation.

“Franny’ has very little in terms of plot: Franny and Laneahat a train station, take a taxi to le
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Frannys stuff at the place she would stay, go to a restauo have lunch and have a long

dysfunctional conversation, which turns into adsitjuarrel, until Franny faints because she c:
take her identity confusion any more. In the opgrom the short story Lane is waiting at the t
station for Franny. While waiting on the platforirane reads Franng’last letter once again. 1
letter informs Lane of her visit and gives the masome information about Lane, Franny and

relationship. Being written by Franny, some of thirmation in the letter can simply be dismis
as subjective comment until they are vindicatededuted. Still we are informed that Lane at til
goes “reticent” (10), and he analyzes “everythimgi¢ath” (1). That they have danced only twic
eleven months suggests that they have been ddtmasiafor a year. That she says “I love y@iX
times in a relatively short letter overtly indicatéhat she has strong feelings about him bu
frequency of the love expression at the same times skepticism over the reliability of the emo
involved. She complains that he “did not say ond®) in his last letter that he loves her but L
probably believes he loves her in his own fashia laopes to spend a good weekend together.
he does not know at the time of reading the leéstéinat Franny is coming in a peculiar state ofd
which she would later explain as “I just never fatfantasticallyocky in my entire life” (24) and I
think I'm going crazy. Maybe I'm already crazy2§). Not long before does the reader have
chance to get informed both about the charactetgheeir relationship.

5.1. Lane, the Fanatic

It is the weekend of the famous Yale game andrtir station is full of boys waiting for their dat
Lane is introduced asohe of the six or seven boys out on the open platf®r, he was and

wasn’t one of them” (9). The narrator’s hesitaredll Lane “one of the boys$ not without reaso
he intentionally stands outside the “conversatiamge of the other boys9). Furthermore, when
Sorenson comes out of the busily talking grouplsayfs to ask a question about a school assign
we are made to understand that Lane is not very &rSorenson, not because he knows Sor¢
but because he has “a categorical aversion tabhesdnd manner” (11). Lagehesitance to join otk
boys’ conversation might have simply been out of shyrfed®e narrator had not told us that L.
categorically dislikes Sorenson, which implies asmous choice and which has further implicat
other than mere shyness. He deliberately stays &waythe other boys because he believes tr
belongs to the intellectual fringe of his colledéis is such a strong belief that he tries torfibitha
label with all his might. He is taken up so muchthis belief that his identity formation has b
damaged and has become a fanatic, which altogetkans that all his identity is invaded by
norms of sczalled intellectuals. In the final analysis, he £ngb a caricature of an intellectual v
has no existential identity.

The first sign of his fanatic intellectuality is pired in the very beginning. At the train platfohma is
described as “wearing a maroon cashmere mufflgiving him next to no protection against
cold” (9). The muffler, a symbol of intellectuality the past or pseudatellectuality at present,
useless against the cold but it is very useful édéo expose his intellectuality. His choice
restaurant, too, is in line with his group’s norres:takes Franny to Sickler'sa highly favored plac
among, chiefly, the intellectual fringe of studeatgshe college”14). This is the right place to be
him where he can show up and get the approval ofdtiow intellectual brothers. For this reas
when they are seated and served the first drirkgedéls completely content: “.Lane sampled h
[drink], then sat back and briefly looked around thom with an almost palpable sense of wellac
at finding himself ... in the right place with an mpeachably right-looking girl & girl who was nc
only extraordinarily pretty but, so much the bettest too categorically cashmere sweater and fl
skirt” (15). Consequently, both the restaurant and thehgijoes there with, alongside the ust
muffler, are mere instruments of his struggle twklbke an intellectual.

Like most fanatics, he is in need of approval @& ¢nmoup since his existence is only justified ie
group. That is why Lane looks around to see whetlieer people of the group have seen him -
with “the right-looking girl in the right place.ane would once again look around when Fr:i
leaves the table after a severe quarrel. His sehsell-being has gone now and he does not
anyone to understand it:

At that momer... he chanced to look up from the table and see soenbenkne\
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across the room a classmate, with a date. Lane sat up a bit irchésr and adjuste
his expression from that of albund apprehension and discontent to that of a
whose date has merely gone to john, leaving hasdates do, with nothing to dc
the meantime but to smoke and looked bored, prietieedtractively bored. (22)

One other symptom of fanaticism Lane displays ésréfusal to accept the validity of any other
of view other than his or that of his group. Intftat is what Franny means barfalyzing things 1
death”.He argues with people until he completely oblitesathe other point of view and until h
obviously the victor. When Franny and Lane argueualthe professors in the Modern Langui
Department Franny attends, not as stubborn as aadenot feeling well already, Franny sugg
that they change the topic. “But Lane coutdet a controversy drop until it had been decidedis
favor” (20). Although Franny states that she does notviedll almost twenty times in three pa
during their quarrel, he takes no notice of it site is engrossed with the idea of being righhe
argument.

His manner of argument, devoid of his personalesltioo, demonstrates how fanatic he is. He
completely on group norms and the judgment of ththaities of the group. He believes f
Frannys department has two of the best professors ircdatry. Whether he knows these pe
personally or not is unknown; what is known is that believes they are good professors si
because their poems have been anthologized. Catyplghoring the idea that one might be a
poet in spite of being anthologized, he accepts/étee judgment of the intellectual authorities
let them in the anthologies. He employs the samedbfallacy once again when Franny criticize
actor for being too lyrical in his performance. R@ne, the actor must have been good since t
“terrific reviews”: “I mean if some of the best critics thought this mas terrific in the play, may
he was, maybe you’re wrong2§). For Lane, one is terrific if he has been apedoby th
intellectual gods. Just before interrupted by Fydma is about to say Franny has nexdctly reache
the ripe, old-" age to make correct judgments (28).

As the incidents above demonstrate, Lang’oblem is that he could not go through the sta
identity formation sanely. Though we do not knowtlimg about his childhood identifications, i
for sure that at the time of developing his owmiitg, he remained in the identification stage oloy
changing the object to be identified with. As itshaeen stated before, Erikson holds that ide
formation, to certain extent, is a social procesat tis based on abandonment of childt
identifications through “selection and commitmerftiife Cycle 73). In simple terms, with tl
implication that the desired end result is fideltty the society which can be achieved thrc
developing a socially acceptable identity, the agdoént chooses what to commit himself to.
process still requires the existence of a “conxidu™ “... a lasting sense of self cannot e
without a continuous experience of a consciousvhich is the numinous center of existence: a
of existential identity, then, which... in the ‘last linemust gradually transcend the psychos:
one” (Life Cycles 73). At a time Lane must develop his identity by obtaghsocially acceptable a
personally desirable values from his environmest,dentified this time with a group, namely
intellectual circle of his college. The invasiontbé group norm of his personality is so complate
his “existential identity’literarily ceases to exist. In the end the audiesess only a caricature of
intellectual and nothing else in his dysfunctiom#@ntity. Everything he does throughout the <
story, from the way he speaks to the issues he tout, emphasizes again and again that h
fanatic. Perhaps what is most revealing is thakm@wv nothing about his personal life: all he t
about is authors, critics, professors and otharadled intellectual students of his school.

5.2. Franny, the Repudiator

“Franny” was first published in the New Yorker in 1955 amdet was made into a book w
“Zooey” in 1961. There is an insignificant debateowhether “Frannyivas initially intended as
part of the Glass Saga or not. Frammgurname is not mentioned in the short story luh lir
“Zooey” and other works of Salinger it is revealed thatRyais the youngest member of the G
family. Though her ancestry is not really signifitawhen read as an individual story,
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membership to the Glass family has restricted #regption of many Salinger critics. They have |
too willing and ready to assign her some positittebaites. For example Warren French argues
“Franny ...and Lane Coutell serve as excellent allegoricalaggtations of the sacred and pro
unhappily coupled” (91). To further his argumentdaels Franny isd period piece, reminding us ¢
time when perhaps the ultimate American failureultesl from an attempt to confront too m
insensibility with too much sensibility"9@). Similarly John Wenke saves Franny from csticiby
stating “... Salinger directs all his contempt for Ivy Leagueompies into his mocking depiction
their pseudointellectuality ... Salinger'general target is phoniness. More precisely,s itthi
pretentiousness associated with smug intellecyydie presumption of analytical superiority” (67).

Those who are critical of the conformity the Amanadream involves and phoniness of people r
argue that Franny is a much saner person compaureaine. Considering his attachment to the (
family, it is obvious that Salinger, too, approsnny more than Lanedowever, cases like he
represent a “core-pathology” according to Erikshrig(Cycle 32). She already makes a suspic
entrance to the short story with her letter. Ondhe hand, she sounds like a very ordinary girl
complains about her boy friend’s reluctance to‘$dgve you.” On the other hand, she likes anc
poetry and plans to write her assignment on Sapggeomost puzzling remark comes at the very
of her letter: “Lets just try to have a marvelous time this weekendielan not try to analy
everything to death for once, if possible, espgciahe” (11). Wenke rightly states d[s ¢
correspondent Franny is affectionate and resentdwidatory and critical, adoring and irrital
effusive and retentive... The letter indeed revestiain’ and self-division. It offers signs of Frana
inchoate breakdown” (68-69). The signs of identityeakdown”she is suffering from would
manifest very soon.

She leaves the train to meet Lane in a very pesitiood: she greets him “pleasurablkisses hir
“spontaneously” 12) and animatedly talks about unimportant things the people she saw on
train or the clothes she brought for the weekendwéVer, when she learns that Lane coulc
arrange the place she wanted to stay, the audgetseto learn about another aspect of her fee
about Lane. Though she has written many amorousessions in her letter, unhappy with the p
Lane arranged for her to stay, she thinks he gtif€ometimes it was hell to conceal her impati
over the male of the species’ general ineptness,Lame’s in particular” (134). Thinking on hi
ineptness immediately makes her feel guilty. Sheldvsurrender to the sense of guilt once &
right after saying “Oh, it is lovely to see you..vé’'missed you” (14) because she promptly reali
that she does not mean them at all. Later she iexpess the same feeling when she realizes that
has taken her to Sickler's to show off with her tfexrdinarily beautiful”girlfriend. The repetitiv
sense of guilt that haunts her is not without rea3@m understand her state of mind we should
ask the same question Lane asks her: “What theshkedppened to you in the last couple
weeks?” (27).

Franny has been going through identity confusiornhim last couple of weeks. Being a succe
student and a competent actress in the Theatrerdepa always acting the leading roles, she wi
adolescent who seemed weltegrated into her society. However, lately she ¢wwn critical of th
values of her society, which can be described iks, that of Lanes, the intellectual circle. S
believes that people in this circle are phonies vidgilow the rules set out for them without
guestion and belief in them. Consequently, her lomgversation, or rather discussion, with Lar
the restaurant is full of critical comments abdwe members of her society. Being a fanatic me
of that society, Lane is the first person to gstdhare of bitter remarks.

Unsurprisingly enough, Lane talks about a papendsewritten at lengthds someone who has b
monopolizing conversation for a good quarter ofhar or so” {5) when they are seated in
restaurant. Though the lovers were away from e#todr dor more than a month, Lane twice sug(
that she takes a look at the paper in spite oftéreible state of mind. It is obvious that she ¢
genuinely interested in what he is talking abouisasvident from her digressive remarks on the
or drinks. Running out of her patience, she finalljicates that he igédlking like a section man. E
exactly” (17). She explains what a section man is to Larkdrfollowing sentence
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. where | come from, a section mara person that takes over a class whe
professor isrt’ there or is busy having a nervous breakdown aatithe dentist
something. He's usually a graduate student or sanget Anyway, if it's a course
Russian Literature, say, he comes in, in his butimn-collar shirt and striped tie, a
starts knocking Turgenev for about a half hour.nfhehen he’s finished, when Ise’
completelyruined Turgenev for you, he starts talking about Stendinadomebody
wrote his thesis for his M.A. on. Where | go, thegksh Department has about
little section men ruining things for people, ary are so brilliant that they ¢
hardly open their mouths — pardon the contradictjbii-18)

Though she later apologizes for being so destrecsiie cannot help adding that shejust‘so sic

of pedants and conceited little tearer-downers’) (h@t she considers quitting her departments “It’
just that if 'd had any guts at all, | wouldn’t have gone bazkdtllege at all this year. | ddrknow. |
mean it's all the most incredible farce” (19).

Frannys feeling of quilt is closely associated with healremotions about Lane because in her
Lane is also one of those people she detests. Udthahe knows that Lane is a shallow boa
phony, she continues her relationship with him #rat is why she is overcome by the feelin
quilt. She also feels a strong sense of embarragsimeleading the life she has because she ¢
share any values with the people around her. Ifcasesider that a young persenlife is mostl
covered by education and hobbies, we see that ¥ranly experiences discomfort and sham
school and the Theatre Department. For school sbks I' wish to God | could meet someboc
could respect...” (21). As for the Theatre Departméns full of “nasty little egomaniac(s@nd sh
quits it:
‘| just quit it, that’s all,” Franny said It started embarrassing me. | began to feel
such a nasty little egomaniac... | dobkhow. It seemed like such poor taste, sort ¢
want to act in the first place. | mean all #g®. And | used to hate myself so, whe
was in a play, to be backstage after the play was. All those egos running arot
feeling terriblycharitable andwarm. Kissing everybody and wearing their makeu
over the place, and then trying to be horribly ratand friendly when your frien
came backstage to see you. | just hated myself.7}). (2

The people in the Theatre Department are in theegaanadigm with Lane because, with their
egos, they all want get somewhere, do something distinguished and all, sbenebod
interesting” (28).

While they are doing all these, they perfectly conf with the values of their society. Fransiitte
words on Wally Campell, a friend of Lane, show tbla¢ extends her criticism to Lase/ain friend
as well. She believes thathty look like everybody else, and talk and dres$ act like everyboc
else” (25). She can pretty well predict when theag @oing to be “charming”, “nasty’r
“bragging” (25). They spend their summer vacati@ltsng things approved by their satlec
intellectual fellows like bicycling through Walesvorking for an advertising agency or pain
scenery. Even the ones that seem not to conforrh thi¢ society, the bohemians per sare”
conforming just as much as everybody else, only idifferent way” (26). Consequently, “...[e]
verything everybody does is so - | don’t know —wobng, or even mean, or even stupid necess
But just so tiny and meaningless and —sad-maki2§).(As a result, she cannot survive in su
society that is both highly conformist in their owmays and pretends to be different from the ot
She is sick of herself and “everybody else thatte/zémmake some kind of a splash” (29).

Her response to the conflict she is in is totalkation. As she insistently remarks she is sickgi
hers and everybody elsg’but she belongs to a community based on infleged. She does not w
to be one of these people and consequently quetsTheatre Department and wants to have
courage to drop out of the school as well. Unabldédvelop fidelity to her society, she choose
repudiate her membership to this society. Her lang severe argument with Lane is an embodi
her repudiation.

Repudiation can take the form of diffidence or defie according to Erikson. In the first case
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adolescent displays “a certain slowness and weakinelation to any available identity potential”
whereas defiances' a perverse preference for the (always also ptesegative identity: that is,
combination of socially unacceptable and yet stublyaaffirmed identity elements’L{fe Cycles 73)
Erikson holds that a certain degree of repudiaigsonecessary if the available roles are limiting
adolescens potential to develop his identity through syniheslowever, when dominant, defial
“can lead to a sudden and sometimes ‘borderlirgjression to the conflicts of the earl
experiences of the sense of ‘I,” almost a despeatiéenpt at self-birth”L(ife Cycles 73-74). In plair
words, adolescents suffering from defiance totedijgct their social identity through repudiatior
their social existence and rely completely on tkistential “I”. In sharp contrast with that of fanat
their identity is overrun by their personal valuéss that of a baby just born into the world.

Frannys repudiation can be seen in the case of defiance she cries out loud that she wants 1
“an absolute nobody”20). Quitting the theatre is the humble first stéfpeing an absolute nobo
she takes the conclusive step during the story.n/ghe leaves the train, she holds a gregen clot
bound book in her hand. Lane notices the book agdiies about it but Franny dismisses
guestion by saying it is just a book she was repdim the train. However, later we understand
this book is of special importance to her. At thstfpeak of their heated discussion, Franny go
the lavatory where she cries “for fully five mingtan an “almost fetal position. without trying tc
suppress any of the noisier manifestations of gaied confusion, with all the convulsive thi
sounds that a hysterical child makes when the Ibresatrying to get up through a partly clo
epiglottis” 23). Later she gets the book from her bag, glaat#sand presses it on her chest firr
The references to birth just before she takes ¢k lare with good reasons since the book repre
her new life away from the shallow values of heristy.

The book, as she later unwillingly starts to tedinke, is a religious book titlethe Way of a Pilgrim
written by a Russian peasant in the nineteenthucgnThe peasant starts a journey to learn wl
means to pray incessantly as it is advised in tlhéeBON his way he meets a starets from who
learns the “Jesus Prayer”: “Lord Jesus Christ, hmeecy on me”He is to say this prayer withc
ceasing until it gets se#etive. As Franny tells Lane, in spite of his ienent interruptions, one is 1
even expected to believe in what he says at thénhieg. If one goes on saying the pre
incessantly, the quantity becomes quality andsyischronized with the praysrheartbeat. In the e
it “has a tremendous, mystical effect on your whmdook ...I mean you do it to purify your whc
outlook and get an absolutely new conception oftwelarything’s about” (34).

As a crude pseudotellectual but above all as a fanatic that camnmotept the possibility of .
alternative to his point of view, Lane believestthall this synchronization business and mumbo-
jumbc” can only give one “heart trouble” an@ll those religious experiences have a very ob
psychological background”36). Franny is not a religious person; she is nanesure, as s
confesses, if God exists or not. However, she d=sgdhe Jesus Prayemarf antidote to tf
entanglements of ego” (Wenke 73). It can be a meafisally become “an absolute nobodyf’ her
severe criticism of Lane, his friends and her oweanfls, - which altogether make her society -
represent the first step of her repudiation, héacdiment to the book forms the final stejf
repudiation since at the end of the short storg,starts to pray incessantly.

While explaining the book to Lane, ¢
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