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Abstract: This paper investigates the impact of 9/11 onetthecational system in Saudi Arabia particular, it discuss
how this phenomenon took its course to influeneeEhglish teaching system in Saudi Arabia, andatticide and tt
impact of this new phenomenon in the Saudi sociatlight of the current debate between Arab lirsgsiion the issue
more English less Islam. It also presents a casdy ©n a group of Saudi freshmen students studiimglish at King
Abdul Aziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. A i@ questionnaire, related to this topic was itisted to 65 Sau
students studying English in their second semedténe New English Curricula. The findings provideluable data ¢
how the youth feel towards Western ideology, laagritnglish and Western culture. Although the figdirare conte
specific, they indicate that the Saudi studentgagfor the most part) that both the study of thglish language and
culture are necessary in order to develop theiliEmgomprehension.

Keywords: educational system, September 11, culture, larggdddden curriculum, Saudi Arabia.

Ozet: Bu calsma 11 Eylil saldinsinin Suudi Arabistagiten sistemi tizerindeki etkilerini agarmayi amaclamaktadi
Ozellikle, meydana gelen bu olayin Suudi Arabistaplumu ve gitim sistemi Uzerindeki etki sirecini, Ar
dilbilimcilerin daha cokingilizce daha aZslam gorigi isiginda incenmesi hedeflengtir. Bu calsma ayrca, Suuc
Arabistan, Cidde’'deki Kral Abdiil Aziz Universitesinbirinci sinifinda okuyan Suudigiencilerin katiliminda yapiln
bir durum camasini kapsar. Yeni mufredatiagilizce @renen, birinci yilin ikinci dénemindeki 65 Suudirénciyle
ilgili konuya dair 12 maddelik bir anket uygulargtm. Sonugclar, genglin Batili ideolojiye,ingilizce &renmeye ve Bat
kdltarine kagi duygularina dair énemli bulgular @amaktadir. Bulgular sadece ilgili érneklemle dinwlsa di
gorilmistir ki, katihmeilarin biyik cgunlugu Ingilizce bilgilerini artirmak amaci ileingiliz dili ve Kkultiiriini
Ogrenmenin gerekli oldtunu dgiinmektedir.

Anahtar Sozcikler: egitim sistemi, 11 Eylal, kaltar, dil, értik prograrBuudi Arabistan.

Global terror demands a global solution. ...Ameaca our friends must move decisively to take athga o
these new opportunities. This is, then a peridd &k1945 to 1947, when American leadership expdrttie
number of free and democratic states. ... to creamaabalance of power that favoured freedom.

Condoleezza Ri¢&]

A9, 2002
1. INTRODUCTION
After the September 11 terrorist attacks and thelagion by the US Government that the
hijackers were Muslim Arabs, mostly from Saudi Aeab“the editorial pages of Americ
newspapers have been full of articles discussingbAeducational systems, and particularly S
schools” (Friedman, 2001)According to Freidman, these writers proclaim tha education
institutions in the Arab world foster a mirset of intolerance and even hostility towards thestVs:
“these institutions deserve much of the blame &stdring anti-U.S. terrorism” (p. 13, 2002Jhis
paper is divided into fivisections: Section 1 will discuss the pressure ingetbifrom this particuli
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incident upon the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Sasdiurricula and education system. Section 2
report on the Saudi officialgittitudes towards these claims and pressure bwttite House. Sectic
3 will analyse the accuracy of these claims upan $faudi curricula. Section 4 will look at «
[2]

highlight the impact of 9/11 on the educational system in Saudi Arabia. Ini@adr, it will show
how this phenomenon took its course to impact thgligh teaching system in Saudi Aralgand th
attitude and the impact of this new phenomenonha $audi society will be discussed in s
details, in light of the current debate betweenbAnaguists scholars on the issue of more Englsk
Islam. Finally, Section 5 will present a case stodya group of Saudi freshmen students stuc
English at King Abdul Aziz University, Jeddah, SaAdabia.

1.1. Saudi Arabia Faces Questions and Suspicious on Religious Regime

Since the dramatic events of September 11, 200w York City, things were not the same neif
for Arabs in general, or for Saudis, in particul&merican politicians, the public eye, and the m
were trying to figure out the main source and raadeehind this horrific act carried out by the
highjackers, 15 of them from Saudi Arabia, suppfsadstrong alley to the United States. Since

[3]
highly unpleasant incident, the relationship betw&audi Arabia and America is no long
[4]
enjoying friendly and close relations. According Bahgat , on the issue of the relations

[5]
between the two countries, he states that “thengttees between Washington and Riyadhhave
been intensely tested by 11 September terroristskahgainst the United States” (2003, p.115).

Consequently, several commentaries and news repeets raising doubts on the role of
education system in producing Islamic extremistge feason behind these doubts on Saudi reli
[6]
education is mainly because these acts have beemitted in the name oAllah, and hence,
the name of Islam, the religion of Saudi Arghidnich is considered by many as one of the grt
religions in the world, with 1.2 billion follower3.he Muslims present 22% of the woddiopulatior
[7]
and the second largest religion in the world a@tbristianity . Indeed, Saudi Arabis considere
to all Muslims in the globe to be the cradle of thkamic civilization. But, is the religious Islam
regime to blame for this horrific act? Since the aas executed in the name Aflah, Islamic
religious followers were certainly the object ofspicion. According to Bar (2004) commenting
the 9/11 events:this fact has sparked a fundamental debate batteitwWest and within the Musl
world regarding the link between these acts andtéaehing of Islam” (.1). Still, however,
suspicious legitimate cloud was hovering above étlacational system in the Kingdom of S
Arabia (K.S.A) looking for answers. Questions abatbit goes in the classroom; and what is er
in the textbooks were under the microscope by Istglas well educational analysts.

Therefore, because of these increasing suspicieliesf9in blaming the religious educational sys
and policy in the K.S.A., Karmani (2005) believéstt “an extraordinary unparalleled degret
pressure has been escalating on Muslim governrbgrthp United States of America] to reform
educational curricula, the underlying belief beithgt current educational system in place in
Muslim world was partly responsible for motivatitige terrorist attacks,’p(262) in New York ar
[8]
Washington, D.C. respectively. Interestingly, ne tsame article written by Sohail Karmanior
‘English, “Terror’, and Islam; he provides a concrete example on his claimsn filee Congres
published in June 2002, (H. Con. Res 432), whendys'concurred that some of the textbooks b
used in Saudi educational curricula were focusihgtws described as a combination of intolere
ignorance, anti-Semitic, anti-American, and affstern views in ways that posed a danger t
stability of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the MiddEast region, and global securitytdnically;
[9]
however, a study done in the same year in AmericaRbgl  stating: “the lack of sufficier
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information to make definitive statements aboutdfect of Arab schools on tendencies of grac
to become terrorists” (p. 396, 2002).

Nevertheless, because of such claims by numerodsreervices and politicians in the United St
towards the Kingdom of Saudi Arabiasdme organizations and individual researchers naaex
initial attempts [at that point] to review Arab tbwoks [K.S.A. in this case] for politic
content,” Brown, 2001) and contrary to these claims, accgrdm Brown, on the same line
thought as Rugh:rfo one has yet collected sufficient data in a syate way, and analysed
dispassionately, on what Arab textbooks actually, sa what goes on in Arab classroomp?1(5)
Because of the conservative nature of the Kingdb®anidi Arabia(the cradle of Islamic civilizatic
[10]
and the birth of its Prophet Mohametbuh ) observing the classroom for a religiqushtical
point of view can be regarded as offence and demgda its people.To be expected, it can only
done by locals or/and a trusted insider of the losintry - K.S.A., which at that point was r
[11]
accessible by the linguists and analysts. Formgtaaccording t®Okaz  “when a Saudi researc
published a serious study about the curricula,ad@lit using astronomy [a science that is regars
[12]

against the Islamic beliefs] to observe Ramadanmoon, he was sentenced to thousanc
lashes.” 2002). This incident clearly demonstrates thatKh®.A. takes its education privacy v
seriously.

1.2. Saudi Officials Respond to the White House Deand

[13]
The international reaction was based largely onUtfe criticism  of Saudi educational syste
High ranking officials were trying their utmost bés defend their education policy and their nagion
identity which relies mainly on Islam, while intégwed by several Arabic and English newspe
and magazines on that matter. Saudi curricula,dyemet with controversial and strong debate
its officials. For instance, the Saudi Minster laterior, PrinceNaif Ibn Abd Al-Azizgave a

[14]

interesting interview to the Saudi owned LondoneloladailyAl-Sharg Al-Awsat . In the interview
he spoke about the international and, more receluityal demand (which will be dealt with in
following pages), on changing the educational sysie Saudi Arabia. He saidWe do believe i
the soundness of our educational curriculum, butneger oppose development of educati
methods in a manner that does not run counteretadlintry’s deep-rooted principles” (Al-Sharq Al-
Awsat, 2002).

Furthermore, in the same week on October 20, 288adi Defence Minister Princgultan Ibn Ab
Aziz, discussed the same issue withSharq Al-Awsatand stated that:We will never change o
education policy, and there is no demand that vaagé it. Our country has a policy;and abov
all, religious curricula that must never be harméady demand by another country in the w
[meant the United States here] that Saudi Arab&anghs its curricula is unacceptable interferen
Saudi sovereignty”. Clearly, the high officials KfS.A. took Americas concern as interference
[15]
the country sovereignty and its stability. Furthere, inAl-Watan NewspaperMuhammad Al-
[16]

Najimi, a member of The Islamic Figh Academy (IFA), said, Some of the calls for curricu
change harm national principles, and this threatext®nal identity. There are those who argue
our curricula contairtakfir [accusations of apostasy against other Muslins}hare is a religious
spirit to some of the content, but the truth ist tteere is not a single word calling faakfir in the
curricula, and the curricula adhere to Islam andtm@any particular religious group.”

1.3. Saudi Arabia Promises to Reform its EducatiorigPolicy
However, despite this strong resistance from thelBafficials, in July 2004, just less than two §8

http://www.novitasroyal.org/elyas.ht 200¢-8-11



THE ATTITUDE AND THE IMPACT OF THE AMERICAN ENGLISHAS A GLC... Page4 of 11

[17]
from the above defensive attitude, Pritdealid Al-Faisal on his weekly progrartdhaat on Al-
[18]

Arabiye TV, dealt with the ideological perspective preseripdn the Saudi society and
educational system/policy. In the interview Prin€kalid Al-Faisal on the issue of the sch
curricula said: The school curricula constitute 20% of the issugrgmist and violence], but 80%
the hidden curricula and the way in which thesasdef violence and extremism are inculcate
those who are responsible for the students in ¢heds, institutes, faculties, and universitieBtiis
bold statement by the Prince is a historical improent in acknowledging the source of the prol
and can be regarded as a major stepptoge in understanding the issue involved in thedi
curricula.

The issue of hidden curricula is a bit vague and nat clearly explained by the Prince. If one
understand the educational system in Saudi Arathat was meant by ‘the hidden curricutan b
[19]

seen asnadrasah  in the mosques, summer camps for young youths iniérests in the Islanr
religion, and possibly brainwashing by the actusdchers teaching the subjectSor instance
according to a report in the Saudi daff+Watan a Saudi English teacher was fired after it
revealed that he had deviated from the curriculuch lzad devoted time to readings from the K
instead of English studies. The report, also, ctaitmt a few other teachers devote the tirr
English studies to another topic to avoid teachmgnglish. Clearly, we can assume that Educ
in K.S.A. is considered very sacred, and teachersegarded as secondAtah.

[20]

Another remarkable interview in the West was comeldiovith PrinceTurki Al-Faisal . In his
interview with USA Today where he was asked about the Saudi textbookstendteps that &
undertaken by the government to combat the isswextoémism, he states thatvé admit we hay
people in our midst who are bigots, who are intmérand who see the world through ‘wsic
‘them’. Nevertheless, do we consider this accdptélehaviour? Absolutely not. Are we workir
hard to change mind-sets that encourage prejudiderdolerance? Yes, absolutelylJ$A Today
2006). It took K.S.A. about 5 years to admit thesea fault in their educational systenthis
statement by the Saudi AralBaeambassador to the United States is an acknowksaigoh the need
reform the system and a promise of a new era ®future in the country.

This recent and definitely changed attitude towatusnging of the textbooks in K.S.A. occurred
[21]

long after the recently appointed King Abdullah’s interview on ABC News with Barbara Walte
The King states, when asked about the textbookSandi Arabia: I' will not deny that suc
extremism existed in the K.S.A., but such extremismists in almost every country in
world” (SUSRIS, 2006). In addition, on May 18, B0(®Baudi Arabian Foreign Minist&aud Al-
Faisal, at a press conference with Secretary Rice follgwihe U.SSaudi Strategic Dialog
meeting, was asked for an update about educatroatgrials. He said:the education reforms
K.S.A. go beyond textbooks rewriting, ... and theyigi training, directions .and so the who
system of education will be transformed from topbtuitom. Textbooks are only of he first st
which have been taken by Saudi ArabidS@A Today2006).

1.4. The Ideological Ideas Presented towards the t@ers’ in the Saudi Education System

Because the fear from producing more Islamic furelaalists, and the fear of losing its str
connection with the White House, the Kingdom of @aldrabia has begun its first initial stage
introducing English and its culture to the primaghools (not previously taught at that stageis

[22]

introduction to the West is greatly needed as Duaitzo  (2004) in is his articleSaudi Stuc
Offers Ciritical Analysis of the Kingdom’s Religio@urricula,” concluded in his study on t
Kingdom’s religious curricula finding thattfere is a great defects in the curricula, parmidulwith
regard to attitude toward tFothe’-that is toward anyone whose views are not in linth he
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[23]
Wahhabi  religion that is dominant in Saudi Arabia” (p. 1According to Dankowitz, he stat
that the researchers found that there was no attenipculcate in the students an legitimacy fail
values such as human rights and political aware@sithat there was much less discussion of
issues and civil values than of religious mattedat only that, but they also teach them that
other public affairs and customs which are notlsinto them are unbelief.

[24]

The researchers said that “after the curriculall&itbers’ as [belong to] the camp dfid’ah

without giving accuracy, they present rules foatieg the people who comniiid’ah [rules which
[25]

contradict the principles ddhari'a by stating it is forbidden to visit with or spend time in -

company of anyone who commitgd’ah” (Dankowitz, 2004, p.2)in addition, the researchers furt

found that the curricula attempt to limit the tyjméselationships between Muslims and ridoslims

to highlight aspects of enmity toward non-Muslimgddo refrain from underlining aspects pf Shari’

that hold all humanity. Thus, for example, thercula state, “Its forbidden for believers to love

polytheist and to form relationships with them-evethey were relatives [as translated from Al-

Tawhid curriculum, third year high school].”

The curricula go great lengths to depict how paigh is spreading, how Muslim world is be
flooded with forbidden innovationsid’ah, and how society is suffering from moral disinttgn
Some examples are following statemenkdost Muslims imitate infidels in forbidden innovaiti anc
polytheism”; [as translated from Al-Tawhid curriaah, third year high school] Polytheism
destructive principles, and deviant cults have apriaroughout the Muslim nation, and they |
caused many people to leave the fold of Islam™fasslated from AlFawhid curriculum, third ye:
high school].

[26]
Also, outside the schools arena, in an article iphbtl on May 31, 2003 iRoz Al-Yousef , Al-
[27]
Abrashi wrote: “A Wahhabi Saudi Sheikh issuethtava by warning young people not to sp
English and not to try to study it. He swallowed Balvia, wet his lips, and screamed@his is the
language of Infidels, to the point where it haswloed ‘blease’ [‘please’], which is derived frollis
[28]

[Satan]. This is the language of the devil.” Heynmat represent all of the nationsleologie:
and beliefs but still it may present some of théuate towards English as a foreign language fr
Saudi religious leader’s point of view. More imgortly, as a religious cleric, he is issuindptwa
To understandatwa properly, Bar (2006) states thabrie must recognize the centrality in Islar
law as a regulator of all aspects of life, andlihle between the legalistic and casuistic methogy
of Islamic jurisprudence and the moral issues #taye to regulate” (p. 1).

1.5. Introducing English into Saudi Primary Schools
As commentators have observed in 2003, Saudi Agdiernment decided to introduce English
[29] [30]
all primary schools (not previously taught at tkesel). In a study by Azuri for MEMORI
(2006), he published an article titlddeébate on Reform in Saudi Arabiahich dealt with the curre
issues of Saudis, the Westernization in their $pcend the educational system in Saudi Araba
[31]

his article, he cited an Islamist Saudi website, which published a statement condemning
reformists in Saudi Arabia. The statement, whichsvggned by 61 Saudi Sheikhs, incluc
university presidents, professors, attorneys, jadgeducators and businessmen warned that a ‘Junta
[32]

" had taken hold of the Saudi media and was actmgervice of external enemies in orde
‘Westernize’ Saudi societiirus endangering the Saudi society and its Islaaliges. The stateme
called on the Saudi rulers to deny member of ‘Junt¢ positions of Influence, and called

http://www.novitasroyal.org/elyas.ht 200¢-8-11



THE ATTITUDE AND THE IMPACT OF THE AMERICAN ENGLISHAS A GLC... Page6 of 11

religious leaders to prevent the Junta’s plangtheumore, it harshly warnghe nation against jun
known for its deviant Westernizing tendencies, thad managed to influence decisions and to
over some institutions that have great influenceSandi society’s identity and future and cuttin
down the religious curricula in state and poputiuaational institutions” (cited in Azuri, 2006, p.1

Nevertheless, because of White House pressure lendldmestic attitudes towards the Wesi
immediate measure had to be taken. Subsequerglitther Committee on Education Policy in
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (under this present pres$tom the American Government) discuss
program to introduce English language studies iatgny schools in the Kingdom in order to exg
its youths to the idea of acceptance and toleraficethers, [USA and the West] introducing
concept living in harmony with the ‘Others’ or tiWgest'.

Interestingly enough, in an article published byB\News in 2003, a meeting washaired by Princ
Sultan, second deputy premier and minister of defeand aviation, who in turn, adop
recommendations on the topicHeld by the second deputy and Minister of Defeneagegit ¢
political tone and send a clear message of thewgaress of such implantation of this program td
the citizens of S.A., and to the rest of the wodslpecially the United States. Moreover, in 2004
Abdul llah Al-Mushrif, the director of curricula at the Educatibhnistry, has implemented tf
program. Also, because of this new trend, “K.ShAd to recruit935 English teachers from abr:
to implement the program, but the Cabinet decidedpostpone it until further studies
completed” (Arab News, 2003).

Also, the postpone of this program may require gehmmount of budget which K.S.A. was not re
for, at that time after coming out of the Gulf Waidthough, Dr. AlMushrif in his interview wit|

[33]
Arab New : “emphasised ‘both in the newspaper and TV inésvs’ that English would not |
taught at the expense of other subjects such dsicdaad Islamic sciences taught to 5,837 prir

[34]
schools from Class 1V,” (2002) according to theamsic website , the actual truth is far from tt
as “Islamic classes have been cut since 2003 telase a day instead of four classes a day.”

It is noteworthy to know that:Scholars have estimated that within Saudi publiost curriculum
Islamic studies make up quarter to a third of thelents’weekly classroom hours in lower ¢
middle school, plus several hours each week indriglchool” Washington Post2006). However
because of thetlireat to U.S. national security interests, thesrensoon calls to cut back on
amount of religion being taught at schools, collegggand universities and to begin introdu
‘broader, more secular based curriculum’ in the Musworld” (Washington Times2003).
Consequently, more English less Islam.

1.6. More English less Islam: A Debate on the Curre Issue

This new trend taking place in the Gulf, especiaflythe K.S.A., has provoked an anger
resentment by many Arabic and Muslim scholars rgtadarmani and others.For example
Karmani's paper (2005) entitle@&nglish, “terror” and Islam’ proposed one of the most

astonishing formulas that has emerged amid thegelgEments, and which
concerns us directly as TESOL professional, igéiseunding call these days
to promote ‘more English and less Islam’, in thédfghat such a position
will somehow serve in eradicating the seeds ofmgtaterrorist activity
(p.263).

Karmani’s conceptualization can be seen enscomncduei ‘conduit metaphorReddy, 1979), whe
ideas are objects, language is a container, conuation is sendingHence, according to Karma
English is served in the Middle East, and espsciallthe Gulf States, as a container of ideolc
which may results in reshaping the ideas impedeatand, therefore, sending the wrong messac
the society in general. According to Argungu (19%)pporting Karma’s' argument, the Engli
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language apart from its central role in education, was (atitl is) one of the major weapon w
which the West launched its massive intellectudl antural onslaught against the Muslimgar.not
only is English strategic but it is also a catalysthe Islamization process since it cuts acrés®st
all disciplines acting as a conveyor of knowledgel &ulture” 0.331). According to (Phillipso
2003) 1t is the economic and political interest of theitdd States to ensure that if the worl
moving toward a common language, | be English; tHatthe World is moving towal
telecommunications, safety, and quality standatdsy be American and that if common values
being developed, they be values with which the Acaeis are comfortable” (p.9).

As a consequence, Karmani believes that the tegafifenglish in this modern DNA age, as it
been practised in British Empjreerves as a tool for linguistic imperialism, auétl alienation, and
the case of Muslim countries a de-Islamization adrgeted nation. For example, inAashingto
Post article, provocatively entitled ‘Putting English over Islg Susan Glasser (2003) observes
in wake of the post 9/11 educational reform debatadents in the conservative Qatar are
‘learning less Islam and more English’, and in orde make way for more hours of English, cla
in Islamic studies and Arabic are being cut baditefl in Karmani, 2005, p. 263)Althougl
Karmani made some interesting comments, his view&vore English and Less Islans mainly
based on his selfiade legitimate personal opinions and observatabtained from the Weste
media, and there has not been any kind of socuilsigtudy that dealt with this new phenomenc
of now. His claims in diluting the Islamic culture by studly more English are unscientific and d
the place of English as medium for global commutioca

[35]
Moreover, in TESOL Islamia (2006) discussion forum, on the same token asasfriani, Aral
English teachers argue that

the current designed English syllabus in the Araildvdoesn't reflect the
true aspiration of the Muslim Nation. It does maintribute to the right
upbringing of a true Muslim generation. The Engbstiabus that we have in
our educational institutions is completely basedhenwestern culture which
is totally different and far away from the Islantéachings.

This debate goes on to call for the actuallfabus designers in the Arab world to be inspingth
their approaches in designing a syllaliom the wealthy and glorious Islamic Heritage bifs
‘NATION'’ [ capitalization emphasised in the original] and mevan outstanding syllabus t
contributes to Islamic propagation to reflect tteREAT Message of ISLAM’ dapitalizatiol
emphasised in the original].”

Also, another interesting study done by TESOL Istasite is a poll’ls the way English is curren
taught in the Muslim World contrary to Islamic vai?” The result of this study in 2006 v
resounding 62% in affirmative. However, we needatkknowledge the fact that these results -
obtained and accessed by highly educated Englishksps in the Arab world (although the nun

of votes did not exceed 129) seem to reflect, phssihe widely held belief that most EFL mater
used in Muslim countries are produced from a maklyo/Americancentred cultural perspecti
However, is 129 a large enough number to suggéstbitlief? Does the website determine v
access it?0n the other hand, is this website devoted toauodr of, more Islamization of Engli
hence the name?

Interestingly, taking into consideration Karman{2005) view of new conceptualities of English
Islam, we can assume that this new trend in the oblthe hegemony of English on the Isla
curricula may not be far from taking place in Saédabia. For example, the Islamic scier
courses, indeed, have been cut from four coursgghtaegularly for five days to be encapsulate
one course a day. Not dissimilarly, in an artetgitled “English as a Weapon to Fight ‘Terrothik
editorial of The Weekend Australia(002) reveals howthe U.S. Government is consider
encouraging U.S. English teachers to work in theceo against terrorism and Mus
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extremists” (cited in Karmani, 2005, p.263).

One cannot help but question the legitimacy of samdusations, that so far only have only been
with by a few Muslim scholars, mainly Karmani wh® a British Muslim scholar teaching in
United Arab Emirates. In fact, we need to quesbarselves, as linguists and thinkers: Does I¢
the religion of forgiveness, encourage violence2®even English call for mor&nglish and les

Judaism or Buddhism'? Are Arabs the only problem ave facing with the Zi Century? We ¢
researchers and writers ought not to fall intotthp of generalization of such matter. We couldie
that such claims are utterly preposterous and dnyen by Western extremists as much as any
extremists.

In his legit made selflefence of Arabic/Islamic culture and identity, Keni (2005) in his narrati
‘More English and less Isldnpoints out a classic belief that English, the laagg of modern d:
technology and humanitariarsciences (in sharp contrast to Arabic, the languabehe 1!
highjackers, AlQaeda, and suicide bombers in Israel) is exclugigatlowed to promote the vali
of freedom, democracy, justice, openness, and dgc&ommenting on recent global events,
British historian Paul Johnson (2003) notes that iglobalised world, the United Statesw has t
anticipate its enemies searaut and destroy their bases, and disarm stately likeaid them. H
suggests that there are compelling reasons whyjitited Statess uniquely endowed to exercise
kind of global authority, having the language o tiventyfirst century, and that a more secure w
will be legislated for, policed, and adjudicatedzinglish.

On the other spectrum of debate, having exploredctincept ofEnglish and Islam by the Aral
scholar Karmani, Ahmed Kabel (an Arabic scholamfrdlorocco), in his paper entitledlhe
Discourse of appropriation: a response to Karmi(2005)’, argues that although English car
considered asputative hegemonic discourse as inhibitive and isepoencumbrance, we need to
into account how the language is constantly andeadiptable appropriated and creatively resh
and expropriated to give voice to emerging agermnessubjectively” (p. 136).

Despite the fact that learners are exposed to guige ‘embodyingvalues and ideologies of 1
West sometimes in conflict with their own and dralancoercion or alluring fascination, it can
seen as a stimulating mind activity, and in turn, gpportunity to look ‘outside the boxdnc
appreciate differences between the two culturdse iflea of embracing someone edsealues ar
ideologies can be very positive. Youssef and SimgpkiL985) found that Arabs who lived in a U.S.-
dominated culture for a long time held a positivew of their ethnicity. Despite the fact that th
Arabs were under daily exposure of the Westernladgo they still held proud of their own and

not suffer from so-called de-Islamization of thealues. Thus, Karmarg’ (2005) view is highl
guestionable and not based on any study.

Moreover, in the same line of thought, Kabel (200fbposes the idea of ‘the power potentiblé
strongly argues, drawing his analogies from Caliima8hakespeare’she Tempesthat “the powe
potential’ is latent in any language system, ready to bezglto construct, resist and recons!
discourses and power of all sort§.139). Language is a fluid concept can be shapddeshape
according to its carrier. Learners of English (ay ather language for that matter), Kabel ar
“have a mind of their own,” and can carry their othidden agenda”d.139) in learning a langua
Thus, according to his argument, Kabel believes tliReproducing and delivering ideologies that
in conflict with the views of our Muslim learnerarmot be taken at a face value” (p.139).

Despite the fact that learners of English tenddaaycthe cultural influence of the English culi
when speaking or writing, this can be easily malaifgd and manoeuvred accordingly. As clearly
be witnessed in other corners of applied lingusstiesearchnamely contrastive rhetoric (Kapl:
1966; Connor, 1996) and Interlanguage Pragmatiegl{B et al., 1990; Kasper, 1992) cited in K
(2007, p. 138). Thus, drawing from Keldeargument, language can be at the service obéssul
shaped, reshaped, and reproduced effectively aogpr its surroundings and user&or this
example, | like to use the ter“the virtual langua¢” (Widdowson, 2003, p.4¢ In his ofi-quotec
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statement, Achebe (1975) has this to say:

| feel that English language will be able to cating weight of my African experienceBut it will
have to be new English, still in communion withatscestral home but altered to suit its new Afr
surroundings (p. 62).

Thus, drawing from Achebeg’logical perspective on leaning of a new langu&gelish in K.S.A
does not pose any danger to eroding the identiits dbcals, but on the other hand, it can be skat
a tool for modernization and a jet for a brightewnfuture of K.S.A. under its new King,
Highness KingAbdullah Al-Saud Also, Al-Sheikha Lubna al-QasimiUJ.A.E. economic minist
stated in her interview with the CNN that she hadge“in the coexistence of modern and traditio
values” CNN, 2007), and is at the same time drafting a l@®wto open economy to greater fore
ownership. Obviously, new changes will occur untter new King and many problems are b
addressed in regards to education in the Kingdo®aoidi Arabia and especially since ELT prormr
more doors to the economy and serves as a tobtighten’ youths mind as some claim.

1.7. The values of English

Certainly English in Saudi Arabia plays a majoteroi their lives starting from work, daily life, d
entertainment wiseFor instance, there are TV, Satellite TV, Radiajad Games, and popular |
Hop which are taking Saudi youth by storm, andtaaghention English is essential in the domair
science, technology and medicing addition, its importance is reflected in thegemumbers «
Saudis who study abroad in Englispeaking countries. Although Arabic is the onlyi@#l languag
of Saudis, it is usual for English to be used asiig Arabic in road signs and names of the shops.
Printed materials in places such as Banks, Airpdrsvel Agencies and Post Offices are usually
in English and Arabic. In fact, in the main shogpistrip in the upnarket shopping districts
Jeddah, names such as Toy&JR’ Body Shops, Diesel, Starbucks, Next, MothereCare onl
written in English with Latin alphabet and withoary kind of translation and became housel
names in the Saudi fabric. Fdstd restaurants, and not to mention the upper etasstauran
scattered in cosmopolitan cities such as JeddafadRj Teheran, Yubu, and Dammam are seve
by employees who speak English as a medium of canwation with little Arabic. However, not a
the population are able to speaklitis considered sign of status and high privilégethe educate
ones and the upper middle class who send theirdbdsad to develop their English skills and loc
to private schools where English is more emphdsizere than in public schools.

Recently, with the economical growth, Saudi Araltias gone through a huge proces:
modernization in all fields of life: from schoolfospitals, to way of life. This new trend
modernization required a transfer via westernsucedt and values where English is served a
medium of communication and carrier of the waltehas also been found to be an essential tc
the modernization of K.S.A., besides its importaaseneans to propagate Islam among Maoistims
foreigners.

The new trends of western involvement taking plweugh the popular American media suc
Hollywood movies and MTV, and the adoption of Western clethad way of eating through
spread of McDonalds, KFC, Starbucks could not catee without a certain impact of the Se
society fabric with their ideological perspectivea daily life. Not to mention that Americ
graduates are usually hired by big companies sascdhRAMCO, Shells, Western Banks, and S
Airlines. Also, English plays a vital role in theaomy when dealing with the West, whiSlaud
Arabia heavily relies on.

2. RESEARCH STUDY AND FINDINGS

This paper cannot be complete without proving eiff@nts of Karmani’'s and Kabel'& relation tc
the idea ofMore English and less Islanio demonstrate the actual impact and attitudesuids thi
new trend of more English culture and ideology B33 Islamization of Englis
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In order to get a clear picture of the Karmani'sl &abel's claim, a 12em questionnaire, related
this topic was distributed to 65 Saudi studentslyshg English in their second semester of the
English Curricula at King Abdulla Aziz UniversityJeddah, Saudi ArabiaHowever, only 4

guestionnaires were completed and received aptiig. The average age of the participants was 21.

They were young Saudi who came from cosmopolitddale and remote villages around K.S.A.

The participants were asked to show the extenha&f agreement and disagreement with each
on a fivepoint Likert scale questionnaire: Strongly Agred)SAgree (A), Neutral (N), Agree (A
and Strongly Agree (SA). However, since these sttgdare only in their second semeste
translation of each item into Arabic had to be daaeefully to convey the correct meani

contained in the questionnaire.

The questionnaires were distributed and returnethéoresearcher in the same day during &

minutes classroom time.

4. FINDINGS
The findings are presented in Table 1- 6a, followedliscussion of the findings.

SD D N A SA

1. My English textbooks contain some alien or tabgo

information 6 10 8 18 5

2. | believe that the E_ngllsh c_ulture should be 17 10 4 10 6

separated from learning Engli

3. | believe that there is imperialistic purpose in 10 31 3 3 0

learning English itKingdorr of Saudi Arabi.

4, _The topics in the textbooks are important fgr m 12 10 8 10 7

daily use outside my classroc

5. The topics seem to be important for my advanced 5 8 10 22 >

courses

6. | believe that my English background is not g

because of previous English educational systermen|t 5 6 7 11 21

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (that lacks English

culture)

7. My textbooks are above my limit and might be tqo

complicated to understai 2 12 / 16 10

8. Learning En_gllsh language and culture is a rfarst 6 5 1 11 24

an English majo

9. | have entered English Department to be a teache 13 12 6 4 11

10. 1 ha\_/e entered this program to get a job askdjui 6 > 3 14 29

as possiblt

11. This program is the best at Faculty of Arts and

Humanities 3 2 2 15 25

12. 1 will have to take extra English courses m#ts 2 6 1 5 33

the University

Table 1. The number of the participants’responses on the items, which are relevant to thissue

and the new content of the textbooks Mosaic 1.
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Table 2. The percentage of students who believe tieais taboo/alien info. in the textbooks

Table 2a. The percentage of students who believgete is taboo/alien info. in the textbooks

The findings from Table 2 an 2a indicate that mtben a third of the number of students (37%)
think that alien/taboo information might hurt théslamic identity while the next highest num
(22%) shows those who think otherwise. Clearly, mvheutral responses are ignored, still more

half (59%) remain, who think that there is tabomimation which they prefer not to be exposed
their English textbooks.
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