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1. Overview

The MIT Encyclopedia of the Cognitive Sciences (MITECS) brings together 471 bri
on a very wide range of topics within cognitive science. The general editor
with advisory editors in six contributing fields, including Gennaro Chierchi
guistics and Language and Michael L Jordan and Stuart Russell on Comg
Intelligence, MITECS opens with excellent overview articles by each of the
editors on their fields.

The general quality of the contributors and their contributions is outstan
editors secured the cooperation of leading scientists in every area including
tational linguistics. Tables 1 and 2 suggest articles that are of particular i
computational linguistics, The division into sections is that of the book's o«
Web site;' in the printed volume, the articles are arranged in a single alp
sequence.

There are many other articles of immediate interest, including several
mar models popular in CL (Mark Steedman on Categorial Grammar, Geon
on Head-Driven Phrase Structure Grammar, and Mary Dalrymple on Lexi
tional Grammar) and several that treat computational simulations of psycho
phenomena. Dennis Norris's general article on computational psycholing
cuses nicely on interdisciplinary issues; it motivates why a range of comy
models remain interesting within cognitive science when language is the s
investigation,

2, Cognitive Science or Cognitive Sciences?

It is noteworthy that the editors do not attempt a general overview article on
science, and that MITECS promises information on the cognitive sciences (pl
suggests a fragmented view of the field, which, coming from its greatest ay
must be taken seriously. It is alse reflected in the relatively little attentio
specifically cognitive issues in many of the articles (for example, the articles

1 H-u].'l.-rx af l;|'u,~ 'Fn'intl.n.{ w.nhlmq_u.'.ln *1|:'F'I'f" fl.n' |.|||-|i|1;' Fitnn =R ) 'Illl.- Fu|| fexk l;rf H1|.' |:||::-|1|-: at
httpefcopmel mibodw/MITECS S others may browse a list of the articles, and their abstracts am
bibliographies,
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