
2018/11/24 Information Status Distinctions and Referring Expressions: An Empirical Study of References to People in News Summaries | …

https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/COLI_a_00077#.Ve-mKf9fHAg 1/4

The MIT Press

Journals
Books  Journals  Digital  Resources  About  Contact   

Sign In / Register

 

Home >| Computational Linguistics >| List
of Issues >| Volume 37 , No. 4 >|
Information Status Distinctions and
Referring Expressions: An Empirical Study
of References to People in News
Summaries

Article navigation

Quarterly (March,
June, September,
December)

160pp. per issue

6 3/4 x 10

Founded: 1974

2018 Impact
Factor: 1.319

2018 Google
Scholar h5-index:

32

ISSN: 0891-2017

E-ISSN: 1530-9312

Journal
Resources

Editorial Info 

Abstracting and

Indexing  

Release Schedule  

Advertising Info

Author
Resources

Submission

Guidelines  

Information
Status
Distinctions and
Referring
Expressions: An
Empirical Study
of References to
People in News
Summaries

Advaith Siddharthan, Ani
Nenkova and Kathleen
McKeown
 
Posted Online November 28, 2011 

https://doi.org/10.1162/COLI_a_00077 

© 2011 Association for Computational Linguistics

Computational Linguistics
Volume 37 | Issue 4 | December 2011 
p.811-842

Download Options

https://www.mitpressjournals.org/
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/action/showPublications
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/digital
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1162%2FCOLI_a_00077
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1162%2FCOLI_a_00077
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/loi/coli
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/loi/coli
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/toc/coli/37/4
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/COLI_a_00076
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/COLI_a_00078
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/action/showLargeCover?doi=10.1162%2FCOLI_a_00077&journalCode=null
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/journals/coli/editorial
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/journals/coli/aandi
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/schedule
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/advertising
http://cljournal.org/
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/author/Siddharthan%2C+Advaith
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/author/Nenkova%2C+Ani
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/author/McKeown%2C+Kathleen
https://doi.org/10.1162/COLI_a_00077


2018/11/24 Information Status Distinctions and Referring Expressions: An Empirical Study of References to People in News Summaries | …

https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/COLI_a_00077#.Ve-mKf9fHAg 2/4

Computational
Linguistics
Computational
Linguistics is
Open Access.
All content is
freely
available in

electronic
format (Full
text HTML,
PDF, and PDF
Plus) to

Publication

Agreement

Author Reprints 

Reader
Resources

Rights and

Permissions 

Most Read 

Most Cited

 

 

Metrics

 

Open Access

More About

Computational
Linguistics

4  Total

citations

0  Recent

citations

1.53  Field Citation

Ratio

n/a  Relative

Citation Ratio

4
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Although there has been much theoretical work
on using various information status distinctions

to explain the form of references in written text,
there have been few studies that attempt to
automatically learn these distinctions for
generating references in the context of

computer-regenerated text. In this article, we
present a model for generating references to
people in news summaries that incorporates
insights from both theory and a corpus analysis

of human written summaries. In particular, our
model captures how two properties of a person
referred to in the summary—familiarity to the
reader and global salience in the news story—
affect the content and form of the initial
reference to that person in a summary. We

demonstrate that these two distinctions can be
learned from a typical input for multi-document
summarization and that they can be used to
make regeneration decisions that improve the
quality of extractive summaries.
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