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With a laugh, Water Girl scolded Yingying for being so
"sinful,” then took her on board and pinched her
playfully on the arm. (2 371)
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She brought the three roots of ginseng and handed
them over without a murmur. (3 9 50)
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Han Wenju®s hand shook as he tossed six copper coins
onto the wooden planks, where they clanked around.
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When Tian entered his house, Cai Da"an, the credit
manager of the co-op, was sitting beside the octagonal
table in the living room. (3 8 i)
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The Zhou River fortune-teller, stone glass and
compass in hand,... (4 71)
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After the Book of Sixty-Four Diagrams and the abbot
from Restless Hill were consulted, the wedding was set for
the twenty-third day of the intercalary month.
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...wild dates, whose needles are as thick as a man’s
hand. (4 71)
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The people In the area around Crossroads Township
conserved every drop of water in the Zhou River, yet for
years there hadn"t been enough for the fields. (5 i)
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Golden Dog, back home, could feel his father®s eyes
boring into him, .... (1 0 70)
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...just as a platoon of soldiers came into view. They
were fighting men on their way back from Crossroads
Township, armed with iron clubs and hammers, all mean
and scary-looking. (1 2 i)
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Golden Dog just shook his head. A pole had been
erected on a boulder on the riverbank, and the boat
slipped noisily out in to the middle of the river on the
cable fastened to it. (1 6 71)
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The quality of the painting was inferior, but an aura of
solemnity surrounded his work. Every time he was
overcome by the difficulty of his job, he gazed down
at the Buddha, so serene, so dignified and majestic, and
mumbled a prayer: Merciful Buddha, 1*m painting this for
you, so please look after Golden Dog, help him get married
and start a career. (1 7 i)
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Golden Dog was away, Water Girl asked his father to
paint the phrases Tree of Love and Mandarin
Ducks on walnut chests, as well as pictures of mountain
watchdogs. (2 5 71)
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He went home and, without telling his father, took
some brand-new window paper and made an enormous
lantern, which he put in front of the Tian and Gong
houses. It glowed brightly when he lit 1t, and he was in
noisy high spirits as he compared the size and brilliance of
his lantern with what the other youngsters had put up.
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Before long, murderous fighting erupted among the
groups. It was like a bandit invasion. Birds and animals
were slaughtered; "ox demons and snake spirits"™ of all
classes were attacked. (1 1 71)
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Golden Dog gazed at the arches of her feet, like the
nimble paws of a tiny animal. He didn"t much like the
curved openings of her white slippers. (1 971)
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The poverty of Crossroads Township was well known,
even in Zhou City. (6 1)
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Choosing Crossroads Township as their headquarters
and fighting bravely, they staged a series of raids along the
Zhou River from White Rock Stockade all the way to
Zhou City,... (7 71)
(19) WiE, HELETAAEEERK, AEUET
HAaZELZZBI, ... (700
When Liberation came, Tian the Seventh became
director of the White Rock Stockade military office, and
Gong Baoshan the White Rock Stockade party
secretary. (7 71)
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Han, by then drunk, told the others about Tian"s
adultery, and the next day Lei Dakong went to the
township government office, where he filed a complaint
with the party secretary, who, along with the commune
director, held a grudge against Tian and had long endured
the lack of evidence against him. They embellished upon
Lei Dakong®"s complaint as best they could and sent it up to
the county committee, at the same time spreading the
word throughout Crossroads Township. The talk was about
nothing else, and before long it was the rare villager who
didn"t know all about Tian Zhongzheng®"s sordid behavior.
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Tian Yisheng, a production manager for the county
government, managed to appropriate twenty sacks of
cement.... (3 7 71)
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They paid a single visit to Stream of Wandering Spirits
to check on his health, then assumed management of all
the affairs of government for the village. (4 2 71)
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The town"s main street, located on the northern bank,
meanders along like the ass of a snhake--no bumps, no
hollows--from one end of town to the other and is
bordered on both sides by black gates adorned with two
large rings. The tall, narrow houses behind them are
connected by eaves topped by roof tiles whose tips swoop
up into the air like wings soaring above the water. (3 ji)
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Golden Dog looked at her with disgust, but he was in
no mood to be upset for long. Without knowing why, he
pointed his finger like a pistol and made a loud popping
noise that confused the woman. (4 3 71)
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A directive came down from the county committee this
afternoon. The township secretary has been transferred to
the county seat. It"s supposed to be a good move for him,
since he"s been made director of the county drama troupe!
Like they say, "If you want to let off steam, put on a
play!" Yes, a good move for him. Tian Zhongzheng has
been appointed acting party secretary. You know what the
word acting implies these days, don"t you? (4 4 5i)
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"Fuyun, how"d you like to join the funeral banquet?
Come here and hold up the front end! Fuyun, don’ t
waste that strength of yours. Come up here!"
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Water Girl felt sorry for him, and since her marriage into
his family was an accomplished fact, she returned to the
Sun home, where she cared for him for a couple of weeks,
feeding him broth, giving him his medication, helping him
urinate and defecate, and telling him what a good wife
she’ d be after he was well. But it wasn"t to be, for one day
his eyes rolled up in his head and he was gone.
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Golden Dog"s boat plied the river, attracting the
attention of the younger men, and before long the river
was again bustling. (4 6 50)
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That™s what 1 need, since | have an appetite that
demands three square meals a day, one that craves bird"s-
nest soup while it"s feasting on ginseng. And while 1'm at
it, maybe I"Il take a bite out of his damned heart.

(2 371)
Bl (2 6) R NIAEIE T R . <<BL£h™7 2 <dE#
KIS, AE“<HliR %% 177 (not to waste one”s



strength). ““ LM ! 77 el N AR SERMEM I DS, 1ER
K. WH come up here, LN REildEia %, #l
(27>, “<Hu?72 < JRLIy?, <<RE775%, AR EHF
f== . “<fpi= & AEEAMT7. BiEm what a good wife
she"d be after he was well, EES T <“fbifids 7S, W (/)
K) SHANUFEET?? o Al NKIELEfa A, UM A ZE T
AT A5G T UG A R <4277 0e? f) (2 8) , <5l 1>
ARG TRy, T HMRREEZERAS I T Lis
Mo B (2 9) , WIRAIFARIEG N, HUETahBERI
D77 R, R his mother's heart & Uff5% .

T BT AR TR R A

3.1 PUEER, /AN NS 35 BOE TR 44 1A R T I B
L . AISIER Iy, ASCHR ALy o DCPRSEIN, 5 e 4
FHPEFT PR BIA MR o g, A Seie S A A s i B2 o FT LA,
ALEEERR, X S o) T4 IR AP B o

(30) =T KL KIKEBBIBARREE, B i ,

WA, B, s Ae®E. (1270

He dived into the water and swam straight to the
bottom, where he touched the bag. Whatever was inside
was kicking and felt soft and fleshy. Was it an animal or
a person? (1 3711)
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She went back to the commune and worked as always,
except that now she treated Tian indifferently, keeping a
proper distance. When the party secretary or the commune
director complained about him, her part was to remain
aloof and composed though every word pained her.

(3 471)
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No one who drank in Pockface®s blacksmith shop ever
left sober. After the young men were drunk, Water Girl
would politely offer to let them stay over, but they always
left. Golden Dog, on the other hand, refused to leave no
matter how drunk he was, and didn"t return to his boat.
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The rear walls of the houses touch the rocky slopes
and .... (370)
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The houses on the northern bank of the river



are separated according to a design that has lanes running
between every three or four of them and steps leading down
to the riverbank, giving the vague impression of metal
chains when the flagstones reflect the light from the sun or
the moon. (3 W)
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No wonder the corps of cadres settled in Crossroads
Township, which had arisen across the river to serve as a
huge screen to protect the village and infuse it with the
proper spirit. But since the people of Stream of Wandering
Spirits are divided among ten surnames, all sharing in the
auspiciousness of the location, why did only the Tian and
Gong clans prosper? (8 i)
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The Zhou Prefecture almanac records that the source of
the Zhou River is in Yang Family Channel, on the southern
slope of the Qin Range, where there®s a spring the size of a
finger beneath a desiccated tree. Flowing into a riverbed that
stretches far, the well has not dried up. Its output travels
downward and picks up water along the way, through
Shaanxi, Henan, and Hubei. At Hubei®s Jun County it
merges with the Han River to become a proud and
mighty river. (1 Gﬁ)
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Those who had nothing to give rolled up their sleeves
and went to work, smiling and flattering everyone they
saw. (3 771)
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"In charge of what?" she fired back. "When the Tians



were making revolution, we were up in the mountains
holding sway, even though some of our heads hung on
the city wall. But now somebody else occupies the
statehouse!" (4 3 71)
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On the day of the funeral, the villagers looked on as the

grieving womenfolk walked by, wailing bitterly, in
full-length mourning clothes, their heads and faces covered
by hempen hoods. When they moved to the side of the
road and parted their hoods slightly, they saw Golden Dog
standing off in the distance, his eyes staring blankly, his jaw
hanging slack. After a momentary pause in the wailing, they
really let loose, and under their breath they whispered to

the pallbearers to hurry the coffin to the graveyard.
(14710)
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The next time you need some yardage, a nice piece of
fabric, come see me. Don’t go to anyone else. I"Il be
your back-door supplier. (2 3 51)
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"The manager of the agricultural instruments
plant gave them to me for my arthritis,” Yingying"s mother
objected. (3 9711)
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Getting to her feet, she smiled and said, "Uncle, you look

like you have the itch to travel. What"s wrong with what
we have here? We have to play the cards we"re dealt...."
(2 470)
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But Golden Dog, who was more inflexible than ever,
refused to go. In fact, early the next morning, he walked
smartly past the Tians® house, loudly singing about how
he was on his way to the Zhou River to set out in
his boat. (4 6 i)
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When Golden Dog had left the area five years earlier,
only shuttle boats, gander skiffs, ducktail skiffs, and loach
skiffs plied the river; the banks of the upper reaches were
well forested and accommodated several reservoirs. But
as the quantity of water decreased, the ducktail skiffs from
Purple Thistle Pass sailing up to White Rock Stockade began
to go no farther. (1 6—1 771)
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Decades passed, but nothing changed, and Gong
Baoshan was now in charge of Zhou City. Every member of
his clan, young or old, had a position, but all the Tian clan
could boast was the post of party secretary of White Rock
Stockade. Tian Zhongzheng was the nephew of Tian the
Sixth and Tian the Seventh, but since his uncle had never
married, he had served for all these years as assistant director
of the Crossroads Township commune--always a
bridegroom, never a bride. (3 0—3 1 71)
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The Tian clan started out as boatmen, and we lost a
dozen gander skiffs in a hail of gunfire..." (4 371)
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"You probably think I come from a privileged
background, don®t you?" Yingying said. "Well, my father died
young, and Mother and 1 had to rely on the kindness of my
aunt and uncle. But the bad times just kept coming,
because my aunt had a paralytic stroke. Just another
unfortunate woman. During the Cultural Revolution, when
Uncle was attacked, she was in perfect health and could
take everything that came. Then when Uncle®s position was
restored, she had a stroke, and now she spends her time
lying on her back, half-dead. When Uncle and I weren®t
home, it was up to Mother to take care of things and look
after Auntie as well. What horrible days! If I were you,
I’d grab everything coming to me!"™ (3 1—3 271)
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...he"d spent five years in the army, only to return to ply

a boat on the Zhou River. And then, on top of it all, he

had to contend with the envy of others! (4 371)
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