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A Perspective of Natural Phonology on Consonant Acquisition of Pre—school Mandarin Speaking

Children: A Case Study of a 2;11-Year—old Child
XU Liang, YANG Wei, QI Guo—hui

( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningho University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: By means of games, free—talk and picture—naming, a case study combining both controlled and non—controlled
observation is conducted on the speech development of a 2;11-year—old boy. Based on the data collected in this research and
those from other literature, this paper attempts to suggest the order and typical processes in the consonant acquisition of children
at this stage. Within the theoretical framework of natural phonology, it interprets the specific sound pattern of children from
cognitive and physiological perspectives and aims to build up a potential system of references for the assessment of delayed or
disordered speech among children.

Key Words: natural phonology; mandarin; consonantal segments; acquisition
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