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A Query of the Validity of the Theories of Chinese Alliteration and Rhyming Compounding

SHEN Huai—xing

( College of Humanities and Media, Ningbo University, Ningho315211, China )

Abstract: On the issue of the phenomenon of Chinese alliteration and rhyming compounding, traditional linguists and modern

linguists differ from each other in terms of aims and perspectives. Modern theories about the phenomenon of Chinese alliteration

and rhyming compounding appeared in 1930s and 1940s, with an aim to refute the viewpoint from foreign linguists that the

Chinese language is inferior in disyllabic roots. With an examination of the popular works on disyllabic roots, this article argues

that the modern theories on Chinese alliteration and rhyming compounding are invalid because they are not founded on solid

basis of language facts despite the historical role they played.

Keywords: theories of Chinese alliteration and thyming compounding; modern viewpoints of disyllabic roots; word formation
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