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Reinvestigation of Motivation for the Creation of Chinese Words

Abstract According to the science of psychology, we match possible association starting points

(movements and manners of articulation) to the meanings of Chinese single—morpheme words (as compared

with compound words and not including onomatopoeia) to prove whether there is relation between sound

and meaning. As a result, we find out that there is certain relation caused by association between the

meaning and pronouncing movements of words. We named this, together with onomatopoeia, phonetic

motivation.
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