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The Formation of Interrogative Pronoun di
Feng Chuntian
Institute of Literature, History and Philosophy, Shandong University
Jinan, Shandong, 250100

Abstract: The ancient and modern linguists have advanced various theories to
e origin of the interrogative pronoun di. However, it remains an issue under
his day. This essay shed new light on the formation of di. The pronoun di is
e indirectly developed out of hedeng, and directly originated in its synonym

ocess of phonetic deletion and assimilation, which can not be regarded as an

account for th
controversy to t
explained to b
deng during a pr

isolated phenome

non for similar phonetic changes of this kind can be traced once and again in the formation o

f interrogative pronouns in the Chinese language evolution.
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