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The Formation of the Interrogative Pronoun “na
in Rhetorical Questions

Feng Chun tian
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Abstract: The emergence of the pronoun “na” , mainly employed in rhetorical questions and als
o used for inquiring facts, can be traced back to the East—Han period. Many positive contribu
tions have been made to account for the pronoun, yet the question involving its origin stil

1 evokes much controversy. From a historical point of view, this essay clears up the major re
lated issues and analyzes the formation of “na” , leading to the conclusion that the phoneti
¢ blending of “naihe” gave birth to “na” , which can be backed up by the parallel developmen
ts of etymological relative pronouns around the same period. After its emergency, “na” was a
pplied to the mainstream sentence pattern of interrogative structure “hede/ke/neng+VP” fro

m upper ancient Chinese

Keywords: the history of research, usage, pronunciations of words, phonetic blending, interro

gative pronoun “na” in rhetorical questions
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