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Abstract: This article is an attempt to analyze the automobile metaphor in Flannery O’Connor’s
novel Wise Blood from three aspects, namely, the car as the protagonist’s status symbol, sexual
object, and spiritual emblem; it also tries to identify O’Connor’s standpoint on automobile
consumption by investigating her life experiences and comments in relation to vehicles. Xiao
argues that the protagonist Hazel Motes, like a rat on the treadmill, places wrongly his self-
recognition and sexuality on the dilapidated Essex. As a car user, O’Connor could not resist the
vanity of being a car owner and benefited from this technological commodity for the
convenience it brought to her life when she was handicapped because of lupus; but as a
conservative Catholic, she called upon her readers to guard against this modern machine which
would corrode traditional values and manipulate its users’ mentality.
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