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On the Metonymic Mechanism of Polysemy in English— Take “head” as an example
YE Bi-hui
( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Zhaoqing University, Zhaoqing 526061, China )

Abstract: According to the principles of cognition, contiguity and salience which are the basic metonymic principles, the
meaning extension of “head” as a noun can be categorized into three kinds of metonymy, that is, part standing for the whole, the
whole for part and part for part. The verbalization of “head” mainly involves three types of metonymy, such as “agent for action”,
“Instrument for action” and “manner for action”. The conversion of “head” to adjective also reflects the principle of salience. The

present study reveals the metonymic device of polysemy in English and the important role of metonymy in word meaning

extension.

Keywords: polysemy; metonymy; cognitive mechanism
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A Study of Themes in The Colony of Unrequited Dreams from the Angle
of the Ethical Literary Criticism

HUANG Ying', ZHAO Fa’

( 1. Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University of Technology, Ningbo 315211, China; 2. Faculty
of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: This article is an analysis of Wayne Johnston’s novel The Colony of Unrequited Dreams from the point view of the
ethical literary criticism. By using postmodernist techniques such as deconstruction, intertextuality and parody, the article
fragments the so—called orthodox history and gives the voice to those once—colonized and silenced Newfoundlanders, and thus
makes an ethical criticism of the novel.

KeyWOI‘ds: The Colony of Unrequited Dreams; de—centered; deconstruction; ethical theme
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