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On theM ultmodality of the Visual Poem“ M e up at does’
Zhang Xu-hong
(Harbin Nomal U niversity, Harbin 150080, China)

Opinions about* visual poetry” have differed anong traditional literary critics After providing a brief reviev of deficiencies
of the hitherto text-based analyses of such poans thewriter proposes tentatively amodel of multmodal gopach to visual poens
based upon the theory of systamic functional granmar and the theory of multmodality The e e cummings poem“ Me up at
does’ is taken as an example in the study because it has seldam been chosen © be analyzed in thisway It is analyzed following
a strict procedure in the study, namely, multmodal decomposition, mono-modal meaning construe, and multimodal meaning inte-
gration The particular focusesof the study are laid on the following apects (1) the construe of representational meaning, inter-
active meaning, and campositional meaning enbodied in the visual modality of the poem; (2) the analysesof ideational function,
interpersonal function, and textual function presented in the verbal modality of the poem; (3) and the integration of meaning tex-
tured in the poam. It isproved by the study that multimodal gpproach proves a systamic and amore thorough way in interpreting
auch poans M earwhile, it further verifies the fact that multimodal analytic gpproach t language integrates language and lan-
guage related reurces Thereafter, it makes discourse interpretation more comprehensive and gpproximative Hopefully, the
provoking result of this study will ingire further studies on multmodal goproach o visual poetry.
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