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Abstract

This thesis discusses some of the philosophical themes in modern Chinese writer Shi Tie-sheng’s literary works in th
e basis of thematology and interdisciplinary studiesin comparative literature.

Chapter One briefly introduces the writer’s literary career, the current research on his works and the approach of t
histhesis, i.e., to analyze those themes in comparison with some western philosophica thoughts.

Chapter Two discusses the themes of God and paradise. Shi Tie-sheng firstly approached God as afatdist, and the
n hisfallure in finding a satisfactory explanation to the relationship between God and human suffering led him to denying
God and paradise, partly due to his problematic logica reasoning.

Chapter Three deals with the writer’ s theory that life is an ephemeral process, in order to avoid desperation, one ha
sto purposefully set up certain goals to achieve, athough the goals are themselves meaningless with death as the ultimate
destination. But his theory seems hard to put to practice because of the unsolved paradox of how to grasp hope under t
he guidance of those meaningless purposes.

Chapter Four comments on the theme of love. Shi Tie-sheng compares love to akind of secular religion with sex as
its prayer and sacrament. In his works love is also a mundane paradise with power of conquering the harsh reality.

Based on the above arguments, the conclusion in Chapter Fiveis as follows: pondering deeply over many ultimate g
uestions, Shi Tie-sheng offers us his sincere but problematic answers. His unquenchable ultimate concern represents the
essential nature of human being, and he will be featured as a diligent and sincere thinker in contemporary Chinese literary
world.
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