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Source:The Nobel Prize in Literature 1930

Sinclair Lewis has the distinction of being the first American to win the Nobel Prize for Literature (1930) " . . . for his

vigorous and graphic art of description and his ability to create, with wit and humour, new types of characters . . ."

One of the muckrakers, Lewis's Main Street is a devastating indictment of American provincialism; in other works he
satirizes businessmen (Babbit), the medical profession (Arrowsmith), and evangelical religion (Elmer Gantry).
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