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Wharton is today recognized as a major writer of the first two decades of the twentieth century. She has written 
extensively on New York families with old money in struggle with social climbers. Her fiction belongs to the novel of 

manners tradition. Her prose is elegant and her plots are tightly constructed. A prolific writer, she received a Pulitzer 
Prize in 1921 and, two years later, she became the first woman to receive a Doctor of Letters degree from Yale 

University.
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