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What Was The Reason That The Kunqu Opera—China  Became
A Masterpiece Of Cultural Heritage Of Humanity

Abstract: The Kunqu Opera—China was proclaimed a
Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity
by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural
Organization on May 18th 2001. It is on the first place among
the 19 Masterpieces proclaimed. What could be the reason
that it deserves such an honor? In the respect of theater,
the Kunqu Opera is the most typical among the national
theaters, which is the true literati theater and represents
the highest level. In the respect of literature, it inherits
and carries forward the great tradition of the Chinese
literature, especially the Chinese rhyming literature. In
the respect of music, the featuring singing of Kunqu is
determined by the Chinese literature and language, which
inherits the tradition of Singing the words of our Chinese
people and represents the true Chinese singing. It can be




said that the Kunqu Opera is the converging and condensing
of the Chinese theater, Chinese literature, Chinese music
and many other Chinese arts under the special historic
conditions. And as a cultural heritage, the Kunqu Opera not
only belongs to the people of Kunshan Jiangsu or Sunzhou,
but also to the whole people of China. And just because it
possesses of nationality, it possesses of humanity
Key words: Kunqu Opera—China; Chinese theater; Chinese
rhyming literature;

national music; cultural heritage
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