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Liberty of Speech and Ethics of Responsibility

-- An Analysis to Hu Shi’s Political Deliberation Philosophy of Respectful Cautiousness

against Randomness

Wu Lin

Abstract: Hu Shi claimed responsibilities for liberty of speech and seriously advocated political delibera




tion philosophy of respectful cautiousness against randomness in 1933. “Independent spirit”, “resea
rching attitude” and “clarified thoughts” are the prerequisites for the philosophy. Hu Shi’s adherence t
o the philosophy indicates his conscientious pursuit of “Ethics of Responsibility” which can be explaine
d by his belief in “immortal society” at individual level and free intellectuals’ endeavor to reach the cent
er of the society from the periphery at group level.
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