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Professor, History
Degree

Ph.0r, Morthern lllinois University, 1992
Specialties

Early American women, Early American society and culture, science and American society

Publications

Contact Information

Books:
branson@syr.edu

139 Eggers Hall
[315) 443-4144

"These Fiery Frenchified Damese™ Wiomen, Politics, and Culture In Early National Philadeinfis
(Philadelphiz; University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001,

Dangerous ta Know: Waomen, Class and Crime In the Early Republic (Philadelphia; University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2008).

Articles:

"Sex, Scandal, Wiolence, and Other Middle-Class Pastimes in The History of the Celebrated Mrs. Ann Carson " in Class
and Glass Struggles in Early North America and the Atiantic Vorkd, Simon Middleton and Billy G. Smith, editors.
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008,

"From Daughters of Likerty to Women of the Republic: Warnen in the Era of the American Revolution” in Jay Kleinberg,
Eileen Boris, and Vicki Ruiz, editors, The Pracfice of U 5. Women's History: Narratives, Intersections, and Dislogues,
{Mew Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2007).

"Gendered Strategies for Success in the Early Mineteenth-Century Literary Marketplace: Mary Carr and the Ladies’ Tea
Tray," Journal of American Siudies, 40, no. 1 (April 20087 35-51.

"An Outlaw and Her Ghost Writer: Enigmas of Female Celebrity in Early America," Commongpiace (April Z005).
hittp#Awwniy. COMMan-place.orgdvol-05/no-03/tales!

"The Political Education of Elizabeth Drinker," Pennsylvania History Special 1ssue Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the
Puhlication of Elizabeth Drinker's Diary, Pennsylvania History, 68, no.4 (autumn 2001); 465-482.

"Etrangers dans un pays etrange: Saint-Domingan Refugees of Color in Philadelphia," (co-authored with Leslie Patrick) in
Cavid Geggus, editor, The mpact of the Haittan Revoluéion in the Aflantic Worls, (University of South Carolina Press,
2002).

"American Wormen and the French Resvalution: Gender and Partisan Festive Culture in the Early Republic," (co-authored
with Simon Mewman) in William Pencak, editor, Riof and Revelry (University Park: The Pennsylvania State University
Fress, 2002).

"He Swore His Life was in Danger From We': The Atternpted Kidnapping of
Governor Simon Snyder," Pennsyivania History, 67, no. 3 (summer 2000} 349-360.

"wWaornen and the Farmily Econormy in the Early Republic: The Case of Elizabeth Meredith” Jowrnal of the Early Repubiic,
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Histarieal Perspective (University of lllinois Press, 20017,

"Beyond Respectability, The Female World of Love and Crime in Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia " Studies in Eightesnti-
Cenfury Culiure 25 (1996),

"Ayorking Yoman: The Autobiography of Ann Baker Carson," (co-authored with Susan E. Klepp) in Life in Revolutionary
Philadejohia; A Documentiary History, edited by Billy G. Smith (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press,
1995).

"5t Domingan Refugees in the Philadelphia Community in the 17903."
in Amerindians, Africans, Americans. Three Fapers in Caribbean Histary,
edited by Barry Higman {University of the West Indies Press, 1993,

Recent Papers

"Histaory and Empire: Architectural Style and American Mational Ambitions, 1798-1348 " forEuropean Early American
Studies Association biannual conference. University of Paris-Diderot, December 2010

"Egyptomania; American Fashion and Architecture in Transatiantic Context, 1798-1848" for visual Arts and Global Trade
in the Early American Republic conference. Peabody Essex Museumn, Salem, Massachusetts, Novernber, 2010

"Flora and Femininity: Gendered Scientific Practice in the Early Republic,” for British Group Early American History
conference. Oxford University, September 2010

"Enlightened Women: Science Education in Eighteenth-Century America,” Society of Early Americanists, Hamilton,
Bermuda, March 2009

"Jefferson's Marmnmath Cheese: Matural History and National Politics,” East-Centraliamerican Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies, Georgetawn University, Navember, 2008

Teaching Appointments

Associate Professor, American History, Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University: 2010-
present

Associate Professor, American Studies, Syracuse University: 2005-2010

Associate Professor, Historical Studies, University of Texas at Dallas: 2003-2005

Assistant Professor, Historical Studies, University of Texas at Dallas: 19297-2003

Wisiting Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Dallas: 1995-19597

Assistant Professar, Southwest Texas State University: 1993-1996 (an leave 1995-19596)

Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Dallas, 1992-1993

Instructor, Southern Methodist University: 1992

Instructor, University of Texas at Dallas: Spring 1992

Research Interests
American social and cultural history, 18th and 19th century, science and American popular culture
Research Grants and Awards

Mational Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 2005-2006

Alumna of the vear, History Department, Marthern llinois University, 2005

Chemical Heritage Foundation Travel Grant, 2002

Isaac Comly Martindale Fund fellowship, American Philosophical Society, 2001
Andrew W Mellon Fellowship, Library Company of Philadelphia, 2000

Southwest Texas State University Summer Research Grant, 19394

Fhiladelphia Center (Mcheil Center) for Early American Studies fellowship, 1990-1991

Recent Activities

Work in progress

Monograph: Consurming Science: Natural Philosophy in American Culture and Society, 1700-1860
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