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Abstract: We consider online scheduling on three machines with hierarchies. Each job, as well as each machine, F Email Alert

has a hierarchy of either 1 or 2 associated with it. A job can be scheduled on a machine only when its hierarchy is } RSS

no smaller than that of the machine. Preemption is allowed. The objective is to minimize the maximum completion
time of jobs. If there are two machines of hierarchy 1, then we give an online algorithm with competitive ratio 3/2
and prove that it is best possible. If only one machine has a hierarchy of 1, then a 3/2-competitive algorithm is also
provided.
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