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In the presence of titanium(lV) tetraethoxide, eight chiral menthyl arylglyoxylates were prepared by

transesterification of ethyl arylglyoxylates and the natural (1R,2S,5R)-(-)-menthol. Seven new menthyl

(2R)-2-hydroxy-2-aryl-3-nitropropionates were synthesized by the Henry reaction of menthyl

arlglyoxylates and nitromethane. The structures of the products were characterized by IR, 1H NMR, 13¢
NMR spectroscopy, MS and elemental analysis. The diastereoselectivities were analyzed by HPLC with

chiral column. The diastereomeric excess(d.e.) of the condensation reactions were between 46.5%—
64.2%, achieve diastereoselectivities control to the structure.
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