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Regioo and stereoselective cleavage of styrene and stilbene oxides
HAN GUANGDIAN,ZHENG SHENGJI

Abstract The oxirane ring of styrene oxides was found to be regioselectively cleaved with NaBH4 and CoCl2 to afford
phenethyl alcs. Furthermore, the oxirane ring of trans-stilbene oxide was more difficult to cleave than that of the cis-
isomer owing to the steric effect of the benzene ring from both sides.
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