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The climate changes associated with the water isotope changes, however,
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are more complex than simple modern spatial slope interpretations might
suggest. In particular, water isotope variability in Asian speleothems is
linked to alterations in landward water vapor transport, not local
precipitation, and ice sheet changes over North America lead to the
masking of temperature signals in Summit, Greenland. Salinity-seawater
isotope variability is complicated by inter-ocean basin exchanges of water
vapor. Water isotopes do reflect variability in the hydrology, but are better
interpreted in terms of regional hydrological cycle changes rather than as

indicators of local climate.
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