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Abstract Currently, the feature crises derived from complicated reasons faced by cities in China are very common in the 
urban planning circle. This paper brings forward a hypothesis: Ignorance of spatial archetype is one of the 
fundamental factors for loss of urban features in urban design dimensions. Based on that, this paper discusses 
how to develop spatial features in cities starting from the concept of "archetype" by taking "spatial archetype" as 
the work object, "archetype coupling" as the operating approach, and Xishui City of Guizhou Province as an 
implementation case. 
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