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Abstract. The climate of most loess plateau gully area is contmental monsoon climate. It is hot | dry,
sometimes rain-storm in summer, and cold, windy, occasionally spow in winter. The summer and the
winter are much longer than the spring and the autumn, The land is bared, so the min water cut it into
gullies in the last five hundred vears, so most villages are located in the golly slope, and the most
houses are Yao-dongs covered with loess or extended into the loess hills. The brick arches snap at the
bared hills in different height. and this s the distinetive scenes which are named ecological Yao-dong
villages® scenes in loess plateau. In this article, we will analyze and study several typical traditional
gully slope Yao-dong villages from landscape architecture’s angle such as Shi-jia-gou village in
Fen-xi county Shan-xi province, abstract her scene element and ecological genes, make the local
environment changing better and more beautiful, make the gully slope Yao-dong villages developing
sustainable.

Introduction

In Ming and Qing dynasty, most of the businessmen in Shanxi built their Yao-dong courbyards on
the no-slope ground, Along the horizontal axis and the vertical axis, many deep and quict courtyards
are expanded one by one, Courts are connected to cach other but also relatively mdependent, which
constitute a chear hierarchy of space systems. Here, even the smallest courtyard has the basic space
sequence: first the entrance gate, followed by the forecourt, then the Chui-hua gate to enter the main
courtyard. Usually, the main courtyvard 15 generated by one main moom and two wing rooms, which
fully embodies the living concept of Chinese people.

However, not all the businessmen built their Yao-dong manor on the no-slope ground, some
people preferred gully slopes, so they had to be flexible to change some parts during construction
compared with the original one. For example, while maintaining the basic space sequence, which is
from the entrance gate, to the foreyard and then to the Chui-hua gate, the mountain terrain should also
be taken into consideration to be flexible dealt with, Thus, it formed a lively and vivid layout of the
courtyard, free but also fdgorous, Agorous but also deh. What's more, the height differences of the
slope made the yards launched a three-dimensional. So compared with the courtyards on the no-slope
ground, this one is more interesting with distimetive features and great momenturm. Here is an example
of Shi-jia-gou village in Fen-xi county of Shanx province, which aims at showing the landscape of
Yao-dong village on the 357 gentle gully slope.
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