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Fig, | Temporal variations in Pb isotope ratios for the Jingchuan section, Note the distinet changes in
Ph isotape ratios at 2.6 Ma.
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Fig. 2 Conceptual models of the production, transportation, and deposition of dust in northwestern China.
(a) During the late Tertiary (before 2.6 Ma), the warm climate did not favor the development of
mountain glaciers in mid-latitude mountains, resulting in low rates of denudation, limited production
fine dust, and low rates of dust deposition. (b) During the time of Pleistocene glaciation (after 2.6 Ma),
the occurrence of glacial grinding resulied in accelerated rock denudation, with the result that coarse
debris from high elevations became the dominant source material for Quatemnary loess.
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