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ABSTRACT

Temperature and current records were obtained from four subsurface moorings 
deployed in the source region of the Somali Current from mid-January to mid-
July 1976.

The first part of the records from January until early April showed that the 
array straddled the convergence zone of the northward-flowing East African 
Coast Current and the southward-flowing Somali Current. During this time, 
except for the southernmost location off Mombasa, the mean flow at all 
locations was weak and variable. The predominant variability had a time-scale of 
4–5 days. 

Around 20 April the wind shifted to the southeast and three days later the flow 
in the upper 80 m turned northward and intensified. Development of strong 
northward flows below the thermocline took several more weeks. The 
observations imply that a switching mechanism took place at that time. The 
initially eastward-flowing Equatorial Counter Current is shifted rapidly 45° to the left to run northward along the 
coast. This mechanism may, in part, be responsible for the impulsive beginning of the Somali Current during the early 
stages of the monsoon onset south of the equator.

 

 

Options:
● Create Reference 
● Email this Article 
● Add to MyArchive 
● Search AMS Glossary 

Search CrossRef for:
● Articles Citing This Article 

Search Google Scholar for:
● Walter Düing
● Friedrich Schott 



 

 

 

© 2008 American Meteorological Society Privacy Policy and Disclaimer 
 Headquarters: 45 Beacon Street Boston, MA 02108-3693  
  DC Office: 1120 G Street, NW, Suite 800 Washington DC, 20005-3826 
 amsinfo@ametsoc.org Phone: 617-227-2425 Fax: 617-742-8718 
Allen Press, Inc. assists in the online publication of AMS journals.  

 


