Omnivory by the small cosmopolitan hydromedusa Aglaura hemistoma
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ABSTRACT: We investigated the feeding of the zmall hvdromeduza, Azloura hemistoma (bell
diameter « 4 mm), to determine if it occupies a trophic position similar to that of large meduzae.
Feeding was examined uzing gut-content analysiz of preserved and unpreserved meduzae and by
analyzing prev-capture events using microvideographic techniques, &nalysis of gut contentz and
prey-capture events revealed that A, hemistome fed heavily on protistan prey and that it
posseszed a prev-capture mechanizm, specifically a feeding current, that is effective at entraining
and capturing protistz with low motility, We suggest that many species of small hvdromeduzae
possess prey-capture mechanizms adapted to capture small protistan preyv and that many of theze
small hydromedusae feed omnivorouzly on microplanktonic prev, The trophic roles of small
hvdromedusae in different systems are not understood and more studies are needed, However,
bazed on their often high abundances and the cozmopolitan nature, if small hydromedusae are
primarily omnivores, they need to be conzidered when estimating the impact of zooplankton on
primary production and, more generally, protistan community dvnamics,
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