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Email: vahe@email.arizona.edu
Building: BSW 540 
Phone: 520-626-0389 

Honors

Burroughs Wellcome Career Award in 
Biomedical Sciences, 2002
Pfizer Award in Enzyme Chemistry, 2010

Education and Appointments

B.S. 1992, California State University, Los 
Angeles
Ph. D. 1998, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Postdoctoral Fellow 1999-2003, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor
Assistant Professor 2003-2009, University of 
Arizona, Tucson
Associate Professor 2009-Pres, University of 
Arizona, Tucson

Research Interests

Biochemistry
Chemical Biology
Nucleic Acids and Genomes
Protein and Membrane Biochemistry
Structural Biology

Research Summary
Biosynthesis of secondary metabolites; mechanistic enzymology

We will utilize tools of chemistry and of biology to elucidate the biosynthetic pathways by which 
deazapurine-containing metabolites are produced. Deazapurines are widely distributed in nature 
and play diverse biological functions, such as cofactors in redox reactions and antimicrobial 
agents. The goals of the research in my laboratory will be to identify the enzymes that catalyze 
individual steps in the biosynthetic pathways leading to the deazapurine-containing metabolites 
and to probe the catalytic mechanisms of these enzymes.
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