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A Concise Synthesis of L-3-(0-M ethoxybenzoyl)alanine, a Selective Kynurenine Hydr oxylase
Inhibitor

MA Xiang-Dong, YAO Zhu-Jun*

(State Key Laboratory of Bioorganic and Natural Products Chemistry, Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200032)

Abstract A concise five-step synthesis of L-3-(o-methoxybenzoyl)alanine, a selective kynurenine hydroxylase inhibitor
is described starting from commercially available 4-benzyl L-N-(tert-butoxycarbonyl) aspartate. Ary! lithium addition to
the corresponding Weinreb amide successfully served as the key step.
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