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Cell 'glue' research awarded

11 September 2013

A University of Queensland scientist has been awarded the prestigious Australia and New 
Zealand Society for Cell and Developmental Biology President’s Medal. 

Professor Alpha Yap from UQ’s Institute for Molecular Bioscience was recognised for his 

contributions to cell biology. 

Australia and New Zealand Society for Cell and Developmental Biology President Professor Peter 
Currie said the President’s Medal was the society’s highest honour. 

“Alpha is Head of the Molecular Cell Biology Division at IMB, which is arguably the country’s 

most acclaimed cell biology hub,” Professor Currie said.  

“Alpha has made seminal contributions to understanding the molecular pathways involved in 

coordinating cell adhesion, with specific emphasis on cadherin-mediated adhesion.” 

Cell adhesion is the process by which cells bind together to form structures such as organs, and 

cadherin is an important protein in gluing tissue cells together. 

These connections are broken in many diseases, such as cancer and inflammation.

Professor Yap’s research gives insights into how signalling between cells can go awry and 

disrupt the adhesion process, leading to diseases such as cancer.

Professor Yap will receive the medal at the ComBio2013 conference in Perth this month, where he 

will deliver a plenary lecture.

He holds a Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor of Surgery and a PhD from The University of 

Queensland. 

Donate to Professor Yap’s cancer research here or call (07) 3346 2132. 

The Institute for Molecular Bioscience (IMB), a research institute of The University of Queensland, 

aims to improve quality of life by advancing personalised medicine, drug discovery and 

biotechnology.

Media: Bronwyn Adams, IMB Communications Officer – 0418 575 247, 07 3346 2134 or 

b.adams@imb.uq.edu.au

Share link:

 http://tinyurl.com/n82rxqs

Subscribe to the UQ News weekly newsletter

 
 

Subscribe

RECENT HEADLINES 

●

●

●

UQ 

scholarship 
honours WW1 
nurse 29 July 
2014  

UQ hits 
social 
media 

milestone 28 
July 2014  

Hot 
exhibit 

highlights 
Queensland 
architecture 
25 July 2014  

HOME TOPICS UQ & COMMUNITY SEARCH NEWS UQ NEWS TV PUBLICATIONS PODCASTS CONTACTS 



Brisbane St Lucia, QLD 4072 

+61 7 3365 1111 

Other Campuses: UQ Ipswich,  
UQ Gatton, UQ Herston 

Maps and Directions 

© 2014 The University of Queensland

A MEMBER OF 

  

 

Privacy & Terms of use | Feedback  

Authorised by: Director, Office of 
Marketing and Communications
ABN: 63 942 912 684
CRICOS Provider No: 00025B  

QUICK LINKS 

For Media  

Emergency Contact  

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

EXPLORE 

Giving to UQ  

Faculties & Divisions  

UQ Jobs  

UQ Contacts  

Services & Facilities  

Login  

NEED HELP? 

EMERGENCY 

3365 3333 

●

More headlines 

Home ›  Cell 'glue' research awarded 


