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Abstract: Epigenetic effects,which were defined clearly in recent years, are most often used to
denote all those somatically heritable changes in gene expression that do not involve changes in
DNA sequence. They affect the development of organismal characters such as sex determination, the
functional determination of centromeres, the development of Drasophila’ s eys, the prion pathogenicity|
and cancer formation greatly.Studies on many aspects show that there are four main reasons which
cause the epigenetic effects;the methylation of DNA, the acetylation of histones, the change of
chromatin structure and the alteration of protein configuration.
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