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ON THE PROPERTIES OF LIFE A CRITICISM ON MONODOS CHANCE
AND NECESSITY

T. CFang N N. liiang

Department of Biology Shantung College of Oceanology

Abstract

Monod declares in his writing, Chance and Necessity, that he has found the
properties of life to be three: teleonomy, autonomous

morphogenesis and reproductive invariance. By teleonomy be means that any living
being is endowed with a purpose or a project. By autonomous morphogenesis he
means that the development of any structure is governedfifautonomous
determinism showing total freedom from external conditions. By reproductive
invariance he means genetic invariance. According to him, these three properties
are closely interconnected in all living beings, and genetic invariance expresses
itself only through the autonomous morphogenesis of the structure that constitutes
the teleonomie apparatus. lle further declares that

proteins are responsible for almost all teleonomie structures and performances,
while genetic invariance is linked exclusively to nucleic acids
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