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Basic Research in Plant Science and the Development of
Agriculture in China

Mingzhang Wen*, Yue Chen, Ruisheng Gu, Jing Luo, Shengming Du

The Department of Life Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of
China, Beijing 100085, China

Abstract Here we discuss the need to strengthen basic research in plant science and the impact
of basic research in plant science on agricultural development to better serve the agricultural
needs of China. Specia emphasisis on promoting international competition, knowledge
innovation, technology development and research platforms, as well as classical disciplines such
as plant taxonomy. During the past 10 years, we have witnessed significant progress in plant
sciences by Chinese scientists. As more talent is returning to China, more governmental support is
needed to further strengthen plant science research in China.
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