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Modern Approaches to Floristics and Their Impact on the Region of SW Asia

Vernon HEYWOOD
Centre for Plant Diversity and Systematics School of Plant Sciences The University of Reading, Reading RG6 6AS UK

Abstract: Attitudes to floristics have changed considerably during the past few decades as a result of increasing and often more focused
consumer demands, heightened awareness of the threats to biodiversity, information flow and overload, and the application of electronic
and web-based techniques to information handling and processing. This paper will examine these concerns in relation to our floristic
knowledge and needs in the region of SW Asia. Particular reference will be made to the experience gained from the Euro+Med PlantBase
project for the preparation of an electronic plant-information system for Europe and the Mediterranean, with a single core list of accepted
plant names and synonyms, based on consensus taxonomy agreed by a specialist network. The many challenges - scientific, technical
and organisational - that it has presented will be discussed as well as the problems of handling non-taxonomic information from fields such
as conservation, karyology, biosystematics and mapping. The question of regional cooperation and the sharing of efforts and resources will
also be raised and attention drawn to the recent planning workshop held in Rabat (May 2002) for establishing a technical cooperation
network for taxonomic capacity building in North Africa as a possible model for the SW Asia region.
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