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Pollen morphology of Astragalus L. sect. Onobrychoidei DC. (Fabaceae) in Turkey
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Abstract: The pollen morphology of 45 specimens of 29 species of the genus Astragalus L. of the
section Onobrychoidei DC. distributed in Turkey was studied with light and electron microscopies. The
pollen is generally 3-colporate. Pollen of the section is prolate, subprolate, and prolate-spheroidal. Size
varies, with the polar axis ranging from 23.4 to 42.6 um and the equatorial axis from 14.3 to 36.4 um. The
outline is elliptic or compressed oval in the meridional section, versus trilobulate and sometimes
tetralobulate in the polar optical section. Sculpturing is usually microreticulate, rarely reticulate or
rugulate in the meridional optical section, and psilate and perforate (with irregular or circular perforations)
in the polar optical section.
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