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Rainforest essential for world = s smallest kangaroo

5 May 2014
The discovery of musky rat-kangaroo fossils has prompted experts to call for better protection of tropical
rainforests after new links show the tiny marsupial cannot survive outside that environment.

The findings come from a study by The University of Queensland and The University of New South Wales.
Dr Kenny Travouillon, from UQ *s School of Earth Sciences, said the fossils showed musky rat-kangaroos were not found
outside tropical rainforests, which suggested the animals never diversified into other environments, such as temperate

rainforests.

““We must carefully monitor the tropical rainforest because if climate change does affect it, the musky rat-kangaroo, and
possibly other species, will have nowhere else to go,”” Dr Travouillon said.

““The musky rat-kangaroo, along with the cassowary, is one of only two species essential to the rainforest as seed-
dispensers.

““We need to carefully protect its habitat because it is too specialised to be relocated elsewhere and is an important
contributor to its environment.””

The new fossils indicate that about 20 million years ago multiple musky rat-kangaroo species existed, but today there is just
one species that lives in a small rainforest area in north-east Queensland.

““The finding is also significant because such discoveries are extremely rare, with only two other fossil species of the musky
rat-kangaroo recovered previously,”” Dr Travouillon said

““Such finds help us better understand how animals and ecosystems evolve through climatic change, allowing us to better
predict their responses to future climate change and protect the most vulnerable species.

““Scientists don ” t all agree about what will happen to the tropical rainforest in Australia as a result of climate change, but the
Australian Climate Council reports it can have a major effect.””

The research was recently published in the Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology .

Media: Dr Ken Travouillon, +61 7 3365 2176, + 61 414 656 978, k.travoullion@ug.edu.au; Rosalind Boulton, +61 3365
4043, r.boulton@uq.edu.au

Share link:
|http://tinyurl.com/pfueSer

Subscribe to the UQ News weekly newsletter

| Subscribe

W Twitter

AGRICULTURE + FOOD,
ENVIRONMENT +
SUSTAINABILITY, RESEARCH,
RESOURCES + ENERGY,
SCIENCE

Archives suggest
massive decline in

pink snapper catch
17 November 2014




ENVIRONMENT +
SUSTAINABILITY, SCIENCE

1 Deforestation not
always bad news

for wetlands 17
November 2014

ENVIRONMENT +
SUSTAINABILITY, GLOBAL
CHANGE

Climate change
leadership needed
to save Great

Barrier Reef 11
November 2014

ENVIRONMENT +
SUSTAINABILITY, HEALTH +
MEDICINE

Green turtles point
to the future of
healthy

environments 7
November 2014

ENVIRONMENT +
SUSTAINABILITY

The real cost of
green

developments 4
November 2014

Like eating fish?
It = s time to start
caring where it

comes from 30
October 2014

Prince honours UQ
j scientist 7 s climate

change work 14
October 2014

Monarch butterflies

built for migration 7
October 2014

AGRICULTURE + FOOD,
ENVIRONMENT +
SUSTAINABILITY, INDUSTRY
COLLABORATION, RESEARCH,
TEACHING + LEARNING

' . Industry backs
Firs training for healthier
! L food 17 october
2014

RECENT HEADLINES



+61 7 3365 1111

uQ
anthropologist
appointed to
protect
Australia” s
heritage

Australia-China
Council pays
tribute to UQ
Provost

Archives
suggest massive
decline in pink
snapper catch

How an approach to science helps
define the political centre

More headlines

High Court invites fresh challenge to
Queensland's bikie laws
17 November 2014

Hay fever survival guide: why you have it
and how to treat it
17 November 2014

How an approach to science helps define
the political centre
14 November 2014

Turkey has its own good reasons for not
intervening in Kobane

13 November 2014

Booing at a memorial: politeness and

political ritual
10 November 2014

Read more UQ articles on The Conversation

Home > Rainforest essential for world = s smallest kangaroo

A MEMBER OF

Brisbane St Lucia, QLD 4072 ﬁ

2 - - ~
+3#%» GROUP OF EIGHT

Other Campuses: UQ Ipswich,
UQ Gatton, UQ Herston

Maps and Directions

© 2014 The University of Queensland

Privacy & Terms of use | Feedback

Authorised by: Director, Office of Marketing
and Communications

ABN: 63 942 912 684

CRICOS Provider No: 000258

QUICK LINKS
B For Media

B Emergency Contact

SOCIAL MEDIA

NEED HELP?

EMERGENCY
3365 3333

EXPLORE
Giving to UQ
Faculties & Divisions
UQ Jobs
UQ Contacts
Services & Facilities

Login




